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UteTRICT OF COLUMBIA, to vat: 

OBE FT REMEMBERED, That on the fifili day «f May", 
in the forty-fourth year o£ the Independence of the United States 
of America, A. D. 1820, Joseph Lancaster, of the said District, 
hath deposited in this office the title of a Book, the right whereof he ekums as 
author and proprietor, in the words following, to wit: 

** Letters on National Subjects, auxiliary to universal education, and 
** scientific knowledge ; addressed to Burwell Bassett, late a member of 
'^ the House of Representatives, Hemy Clay, Speaker of the House of 
"Representatives, and James Monroe, President of the United States of 
"America." By Joseph Lancaster, founder of the Lancasterian system 
of education. 

In conformi^ to the act of tlie Congress of the United States, entitled " An 
act for the encouragement of learning, by securing the copies oi maps, charts, 
and books, to the authors and proprietors of such copies during the times thereim 
mentioned ;" and also to tlie act, entitled " An act supplementary to an act, en- 
titled ' An act for the encouragement of learning, by securing the copies of maps, 
charts, and books, to the authors and propi'ietors of such copies during the times 
therein mentioned,' and extending tiie benefits thereof to the arts of designing, 
engraving, and eteliing historical and other prints." 

In tesHmony -whereof, I have hereunto set my hand, and affixed my seal 
of office, the day and yeai* above written. 

EDM. I. LEE, 
Clerk of the District Com-t of £he District of Colombia. 
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Am nitioni, indeed, of which ne hive tnjr ucDunt in Ix 
Kecome pnifl^Me i a torrent of deprkved monilit}' hu ki every opulent Male, 
borne dovo with iimiiliihle liolence, these moundi Bud fencea, by which (he 
viidf^n of legklaton attempted to protect chosthy, »bne^, and tiitne- If any 
dheekcan be ^^ven tothecDrruptianaf iiatate iocmuiog in riches and decliDing in 
moralt, it miut be given, not by laws enacted to dter ttte invelerate tiabita of 
men, bnt by tduaOim adapted to Ibrm tho hearts of chndren, to a proper tenK 
of moisl and icligiuui eieelleaee."— — TAe late Im/nip »f liaadaff'w chorgt tt 
the clergy afUa iSocae, 1788, 

, Friendly header, 

I present thee with four letters on National sub- 
jects, either aoxiliarj or principally connected with 
the great business of my life — Education. I assume 
not that this nation, is more in a state of ignorance 
than any other, but advocate the utter extinction of 
the very last remains of it from among you as a 
people. Possibly some persons over-prone to con* 
demn whatever does not originate with themselves^ 
may accuse me of flattery, because I dwell only on 
the bright side ; but such individuals may be assured 
that my determination is never to meddle with any 
fault I cannot mend. Z do not say the American 
character is perfect, faultless or above the standard 
of human nature in other countries, but I do not 
consider it my duty, as a stranger, needlessly to 
notice errors common to humanity, rather would I 
wish to cherish the noblest feelings of the heart 
among a people I highly esteem. 

I remain tby weli wishing friend, 
THE AUTHOR, 
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TO BURWELL BA8SETT, 

AND THE FRIENDS OF AMERICAN EDUCATlOK. 

NoHFOLK, Virginia, 

nth Moiithf SOth, 1819. 

HOMO&BD FRIKHD, 

IN addressiDg theei tnd the frienda of ediic«tioD in 
tiieir Imitative eapacitj.x^ l>&*e two objects to whicli I wish 
to claim attention, and both are well known tit accord with thy 
patriotic solicitude:— Ist Measures essential to the extenuon 
of the Lancasterian aystem of education, in its most perfect 
shape : — and tteotuUy, Measures by which the citizens of tbt 
United States may increase their intellectnal rank as a nafioi^ 
beyond all precedmt in the history of the worid. V Measurat 
by which a national excellence may iM attained in relation to 
Butgects truely scientific and dignifying, not only as producttTS 
of gjreat local adTantage, but aa setting an example beneSSd 
to future ages and opetaing to other countries the path of know* 
ledge—The march of mind. 

Near twelve nxaitha have now elapsed since I was honored 
with thy friend^ip;— thy spontaneous kindness^-andthecoiv , 
Sequent honors of congress. A quick revolving year reminds 
Bte that claims which call for gratitude ou|^ not tai%e neglect- 
ed. I feel anxious to make such cmnmanicstions as may pm« 
how deeply I have felt the open.hearted and generous receptioa 
whidi I experienced when lecturing before thenati(»iall^alft< 
tiire. How ota I batter aspress my CtcUngji thaa by proring 
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lliat the general firuaperity of this country has been a subji 
of consideration ever since I landed ? The first subject, that 
education, is in the line of my professional dutyy— in which 
tfter twenty-two jears devotion, I feel an unabated zeal tnd 
Mithuaiastic ardor, but the important" measurei" which may 
conduce to the general advancement of art, science and natiua- 
al resources, is most consonant to my present feelings. I not 
onlj intend to keep the subjects very much distinct, but, in the 
present case, the first shall be last, and the last first. 

In travellingabove four thousand miles in the United Staler— 
■ndlecturingtoat>oveJi^i[y thousand persom, Ihaveseen much 
for one twelve months ; yet compared with the magnitude of 
territory or extent of population, 1 feel satisfied that all I have 
yet seen of the character of the people — or the productions of 
the country, is comparatively small. Twelve months travelling 
irith much public and private intercourse, cannot warrant me 
in forming as too many have done, a superficial and fixed opi- 
nion of the country, which is as various from itself as from any 
territory of the same extent on the surface of the globe. Far 
firov vain confidence in tlie acquisition of knowledge respect- 
inga country so new to me in many respects, 1 would not haz* 
zard an opinion even with much diflBdence— -yet I am convinc- 
ed, by the little I have seen, that any contemplative mind under 
the same circumstances mast tael deeply impressed with those 
iaatural riches snd superior capacities for improvement, which 
must ultimately raise its rank in the scale of nations ; and by 
the early cultivation of these capacities, may even confer a 
benefaction on the human race. 

It has seemed to me not only possiUe, but eaay, contrasted 
with tlie magnitude nf the object and result of the design, for 
Buch a nation to exert tlieir patriotic and intellectnal energy, 
- 80, as to take tribute of all nature oit a geale i^ grandeur whicti 
never entered the mind ot any earthly potentate, which is with- 
out a parallel in the history of nations or records of science ; 
if the tnitli of this assertion be eventually demonstrated, know- 
ledge ^all have temples reared to its right use, more univerBot 
tatd ennobling than that of Solomon, but, like that building, 
contuning emblems and marks of hit goodaeu,wha not only 
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enthrones himself upon the mercy seat, bnt w^o fills the 
inple <<( tl)e uniTerse with his glorj and his presence. — Per- 
haps (he brightest page of human historjf yet remains blank for 
Americans to till, with such vivifying characters as shall, with 
equal perspicuity and brilliancy, prove to the nations of the 
world in tlie full force of demonstration, that "knowledge is 
power." — Am 1 then to imagine that patriotism, which in this 
case is the leading requisite to ensure success, is so small among 
you as a people, that for want of this pure motive, so generally 
professed, you can tamely lose an opportunity which is the boon 
of a Divine hand, and may, by active improvement, cause the 
fruits of art and science to be poured out in unknown abun- 
dance from a cornucopia of unceasing plenty, — If the sons and 
daughters of your rising Columbia, possess feelings for their 
country which vibrate in unison with those of a citizen of the 
world, not a hand will be idle, not a heart indifferent, to the 
voice of patriotism — yes, the patriotism of man — of country— 
of future ages, will command attention with a sovereign call. 
The extent, capacity and resources of a land crowned with 
blessings will appear as if presented to view by the hand of 
your national guardian angel, while rising majestically before 
you, beckoning to active exertion, and laying "this is the time 
" for the welfare of the world and its increasing millions — for 
" the glory of the God of your fathers — that you should erect 
"your altars to his honor, who hath done so much for you! Al- 
" tars and temples— in which all that love knowledge and honor 
" their God, may behold with instruction and delight the beau- 
" ties of his works, and call with the sweet singer of Israel on 
" the rocks and mountama to praise him, of whose greatness 
" and goodness tliere is no end. Now may the children of those 
"men who first floated the banner of national liberty over the 
" world— aris^nilly round the standard of their intellectual 
"greatness, and fill up with illuatiious characters the yet un- 
" written volumes of your literary and scientific glory. 

But before I presume to lift a finger to point the road to this 
eminence, the very thought of which moves with delight every 
power of my mind, allow me to say, I have not to submit to 
thy attention one imported thotigfit, eicept in matters of illus; 



frttlve facta, t am an\j giving jan hack joar awa, in ofiferiii* 
■aggestionB which are of Americaa ori^n; I ma; c&ll tlieiii tlie 
growth of ymir soil. The; have sprung up and matured iu wj 
mind nace ' I first trod jour shorea.-^Have originated in an 
heart formed in many ways to seek the welfare of its fellow inf 
mortals. — They were presented to my mind while engaged in 
etpandiogand cherishing among fifty thousand of your citizens 
the love of general education. Indeed, I shall be richly re* 
warded if these hiats should prove indigenous to the future 
welfare of your children, rising in peace and loveliness around 
your tables. 

To exemplify my ol^ect, I shall be compelled to guppoie 
•ome measures realized, that my friendly reader may judge 
whether the end be commensurate with the expectations alrea- 
dy exited ; and in tite sequel, to demuustrate that the means 
areeaay. Economy.tbeteadingfeatureof amagnificent nation- 
al design— the expense in fact, only a few removes from non- 
«atity. The love of science and your country, the only prin-' 
ciple of action, which will crown with success a great under- 
t^iag— one which I ought to feel myself authorized in so[^)os- 
iDg a {winciple as common in this country as the air we breathe 
or the earth on which we tread- 
To tills princi^de of pure patriotism is to be added the'power 
of accumulation even with small means. A power which muit 
become wonderful and mighty, when the hearts and minds of 
Am leaders of your millions shall call into general action tiioee 
feelings which, if I am not greatly mistaken, it is the wish of 
tbe^iatioa to cherish and expand. 

This country abounds with the immense richea of nature ; 
the botanical part of these collected by tpecimetu into any one 
«r more places, wonld exhibit a concentration of the materialt 
fbr tills department of knowledge which must stand unrivaUed 
in the face of all nations, if the contribution of articles were 
but eom^eiU^ made from one extremity of the union to the 
•titer. In the txtaa of a national collection, embracing every 
tribe and variety of plants, the benefit would only be equalled 
by the magnitude of the collection j but what " trearares untold" 
. innld be conferred on the &nner, ganlner and |lbyac^n— whit 



\ iDa|;mficei>t scenery would it present io the itodrat «f ttatne 
^inH the man of scientific research, were specimens of eyety 
soil, and growth collected bother? In like manner, what a 
noble eounterpart would be presented to view, — the combina- 
tion am) analjais to which earths might be subjected, would 
open new prospects of nature to the experintentsl |^iloBO|riier, 
and tend to perfect a practical theory of soils, and their capaci- 
ties—a subject of high importance to any agricultural natioi^ 
but to this nation of the greatest consequence. Formed as 
these states are bynature to prt^asainan agricultural popula- 
tion, the power of intimate acquaintance with all the awls and 
prottuctions of the country, is not only of national and scientific 
importance, but to the statesman and legislator they afford ■ 
key to the embryo reaoorces of the land, and enable them to 
foster and cherish every measure which may cause the li|^ of 
truth to beam with refulgeuee on the raoroing day of the pe<^le 
for whom they legislate. 

Suppose the getdogical and mineral productions of all the 
states, concentrated by a complete collection of specimens, in! 
any peculiar spot — what a field of information ? what material 
foreiperimentF what authority for literary reference? whata 
bird's eye view of the wonders of creation, would they present 
toman? 

Materials would be thus concentrated to enlai^ rarious de- 
partments of knowledge, which cannot fiul to exalt, adorn and 
dignify any nation, in its possession. The organic remains of the 
most ancient times would aUo arise to view, with all Uie vene- 
ration with which remote ages can corer any of their reticti^ 
and eatae the admiring citizen to exclaim— 
" Of one depirted wotU 

The ipeciroens of swls and prodnctions would fornix materi- 
als for a map of the aarfact of the land, accompanied by minuta 
taUes of the produce. The geoli^cal strata, ^e coiAiectioa 
and coarse of minerals and metals, would fiimish materials for 
faiteUe maps on an accurate and extensive scale. Here then 
istheraeanaofformingar^ftster of national resources — point- 
taf; mt an interchange foe mntul benefit— a cine to mineral 



taH iBcUie ticasun. WW a Ktntrj of wmder, instruction" 
«nd delight will such a collection present to the astonished b 
bolder! Istbereanjitemiiitbesc measares which,ance really 
edt would not afibrd a nental feast to every inquiring mind ? 

If the stadent; the scholar and the diristiaa jomj anticipate 
Ivy at the prospect contemplated, is (here no room for Amert> 
•ans to exult with patriotic feelings, at the distinction which 
fluB country may attain among the nations? Tlat nation which 
•hall be Jlrsf, from patriotism and from principle, to realize 
■uch national collectioas, will command the homage of the pr^ 
sent and future ages. Will not the eyes of the world, as well 
as those of the disciples of learning and lorera of science, be 
turned on a people who may take the lead in such a measure ? 
May not Americana thus teach, by example, nations ancient in 
tuHtmy, while their own nation has not yet seen half a century, 
before they thus take rank in the vigour of political and intel- 
lectual maturity i Would not such measures show the world 
tiiat American genius is of Herculean growth — that it baa 
atrangled the taonster Ignorance, the eune of natiou, as a ser- 
pent in the cradle, and risen to that eminence of mind which 
•lone can qualify individuals or legislatures, justly to appre- 
ciate and improve their resources, and place public le^slatora 
in the position of men who can c^r^ see, and Jlrni^ pursue a 
noble object — men who have attained the art of accomplishing a 
great purpose by the smallest poaaible means. — ^London and Paris 
may justly boast museums of curiosities, of wonders, that at once 
astonish, entrance and enrich the mind.— But has any nation 
aiver reared such extensive establishments, at public expense, 
■S national patriotism may rear in America ? Vet, my friend, 
while I anticipate the advantage of such unrivelled collections 
will be fully admitted, I expect that I may be told that the 
warmth of a generous heart has carried me into the imaginations 
«f a fury land ; that you, as a nation, bave not the resources to 
jefray flie attendant expense, or the energy to efiect such stu- 
pendous measures as those whidi may leave the mature iosti- 
^tions of scientific Eun^ at a distjutce. As to the question 
«f expense, a little palieQce will shew that it ia the pad-Mtism, 
ttui not die(>odkito, at ysur ratixena^ whi«h I am (wnuog • 
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>\a.u o( taxatioii, Ai to the wantofenerisy, I must respectful- 
ly avow myself not disposed to credit the existence of such 
apathy, till time himself, with hia grave countenance and un- 
bending lirmnetis, shall do more than T expect — shall tell me 
that your energies arc dead, not dormant — that your patriotism 
is made only of gun-powder, and the largest proportion of this 
stock has evaporated away amidst the shoutings of battle antl 
clamour of victory. 

There are three common methods of raising such mflseum»— 

1. At the tuUional ejrpense ; 
^ ' S. On individual risk ; 

3. By donations of the possessors of curiosities. 

The last affords me the foundation of my hopes. With the 
Exception of suitable buildings, little or no national expense is 
likely to be essential to produce a splendor of result which shall 
eventually exceed the most sanguine imagination. 

In this case the first object is to 6nd proper persons to make 
telections ; secondly, to transport them to their respective de- 
pots—and, thirdly, to have the articles arranged in proper mu- 
seums for exhibition, at a price for admission which wilt sup- 
port tlie establishment 

if each of the national representatives and senators were to 
unite with himself a few intelligent friends, as a local commit- 
tee, to make selections of specimens in his district — the repre- 
sentatives taking charge of such articles, to transmit them io 
head quarters, for a Washington National Museum— the 
yearly attendance of the legislature would bring an aggrega- 
tion of articles, gradually increasing beyond estimation. "Hie 
representatives to the state legislatures would surely do tlie 
same in their states and duplicates might be exchanged, then 
every state legislature would have, at some central place, s 
state museum. The exchange of duplicates of natural produc' 
tions of one sfdfe for anof/ier, must produce an interchange of 
good offices, and replenish and carry the national museum to 
perfection. 

But it is not the members of the stale legislatures and na- 
tional representatives alune to whom this appeal should be made. 
The physicians and niiiilical men of ttie United States have ge- 



unlly an inclBUtiaB to acieotific research — ther are c 
well prepared, hv a knowled^ of chemistry and «xper'rinentaP 
philosophy, to become patriotic i^nts in such a public spiriied 
uuiIertakinK. Tbe officers of the army awl navy, the civil mi 
gistrates, the members o{ literary societies, (he juilges ot the su- 
preme and state judicatures, with counselbm at law, and last, 
though not least, the planter and a^Hcglturaliat, all 'possess 
opportunities of enrichin;; snch a treasury by makii^ sclec- 
tioiu and suitable inquiries after ^tecimens. 

Do you as a nation, wish to possess a million of samples illus- 
trative of the national resources of yoar country? Are there 
not twenty thousand of your sons, anxiously alive toyonr inter* 
est, possessing patriotism enough to make selections and in 
many instances to convey them to the a{^inted spots, or in all 
cases, to see their safe carriage ? Hare you not a steam boat 
conveyance on your rivers and on your lakes for several thou- 
sand miles i Have yon not a regular line erf' cosating trade, of- 
fering a facility of intercourse equal to its extent i Is there a 
master of a steam boat, of a coasting vessel, or of a land car- 
riage liBe, who would not often volunteer the conveyance, car- 
riage free.of a few pounds we^t of valuable specimens? Sure- 
ly if the thing may be only proposed and nndervtood arigh^ tens 
of tiiousands trf* citizens would volanteer their services both fin- 
state and national selections. If in a ffw extra cases, the bulk 
of articles, should require expense, may not a small local sul^ 
scriptitm generally be made to pay half price, for which the pub* 
lie spirit ofcarriers might be called on to convey audi matariala 
for public service. 

De Witt Clinton has distinguished his goverament 1^ Ida 
energetic exertions to complete the grand canal. ^Iiat a line 
ef intercoarae does Aat canal present? How readily may the 
treasures of nature be brought fnna the Hudson, the lakes, the 
St. Lawrence, the HiBsissippi, and ten thonsand trSntaiy 
streams of amaller note, which feed these great waters, all of 
which «ay be emfdoyed to bring the tribote of a nation t« (h* 
treasury of science ? In r^ard to inland carrii^, the judgea 
who go tbw circails, the connsellora that follow then^ rest in 
gwand at certain central points, to vhidi the meet intell^cnt 



iiilitbitaBta of tha diitnfit sAan reaort £ir ffae ^mpeie-of jwtke ; 
t)us ineftsare wilLfunush > pttriotk subject af iwi«ir}', m the 
intcrconrae whicli attends reUxatiDn from the fmrpaaeB af 
duty, when at the point of coatcact with fieii(>le peas caW 
of local JiBowled^ and willii^ ta ^ve larormatiaB. De uft 
for a moment sul&r it to be imagined, that I coaatder tite &iaen> 
caniiatiotiasietfituleaf museana; there is one in ^iladd- 
phia ud one in Baltimore, and perAopt some in ether cities, wUdi 
have ariaen from the labor of individnala, whose trouble in not' 
ing such iaBtituti<wa do tbem equal honor as men, and friendi 
of aeience. So far from these being Defected, 1 should recam> 
■Bend ALL beitg aided and ennched, by puUic zeal ; still tlui 
leaves ample room for natioaal, state and college museymi. U 
is not to find or Cfeate the charge of remissness that I take the 
pen ; it is from a wish that such inatitutians Aould nae to ihtt 
wondofcl scaleof perfectioo, which the public sense of duty ia a 
nation, is alone competent to call into action, en a beiunvg cou^ 
BeMonte with the riches cpf its resources, and the di^ty laf 
its foture days. 

With your hundreds and tiioisaads of Mlow citiKena e^ 
gaged in public duties, frafaattUy f^riuU, goanlians and 
friends of your public interest,— ia it possible that your enet^ 
gies are so dormanl^ m iacapable of feeing roused, or so unfit 
for comtMnatJon uid energy in any thing iwt pevolotion aai 
war, as to funush no fiilcram on which the larer of public in>- 
tnest may rest, utd t^ wfaicA iMasnres fw nKtionid food aat 
honor may be put in Hotionf Let wjio wiU he ^ firat AnM> 
ricaa to believe this assertion, I hope I shall fee (he last Eun^ 
pcMi to admit the conduaion as correct. I am pea^c to w/f, 
away with tha thou^t-vit is too degrading, nay, ignoVmion^ 
far any man to cheriah or attach to a generous apiriW )ie6> 
|de> 

Will not patriotism find among your sea captuw And mm*- 
chuBtscheerfol hearts andactive hands by thousands, to seareh 
for articles for such Huennsj Will not your ^hrt^ port th^ 
vessels with more f^easira whM each Amarican navigator can 
lay his hand on his heart and say with exnltatien, that not a 
•ait ia anr nnforlcd, cr does the fl^ of hit cmntry flsftt on 
8 
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OC^MiSen orrirer, but to bring some vonde^of art, some trea' 
svre for the mim^ni, which shall be a light to the world and 3 
glory of his people? If tbe patriotism of jour national uid 
state representative! will only rear the standard of science ^— is 
there a troe American from the' yovth of your colleges to the 
most virtuous leaders of your nation, that wiU not glory in its 
elevation, and swell the train of its supporters? Hitherto the 
powers of nations have been combiiied almost only to make or 
vestst aggression, b^ are all tbe energies, sacred to humanity, 
to be monopolized by war and be everlastingly devoted to ren- 
der the earth an aceldama, a field of blood F Is tbe sword to 
devour forever P— or are the sons of liberty and science ffottr 
t* join hand and heart in collecting those materials which shall 
contribute to increase the welfare of mankind— 4nd the light 
(tf knowledge a thousand fold ? 

If it be needful for those who are to guide the helm intimately 
to know the power and resources of their country, surely this 
measure, as effectually concentrating these things in a focus 
befwe them, is worthy their candid attention and cordial sup- 
port }— Is not (his advantage to be friitained by the simple ex- 
pense of a museum whidi would pay its chaise of building, by 
a small price fm* admission F 

It seems proper that in making selections nothing should be 
omitted that may be useful. The analy«s of smis most baircB 
as well as those most fruitful, affords double means of instruc- 
fion on one subject. A few years past a quantity of lime was 
laid on some land in England — the greater quantity laid on the 
land, the more unproductive became the harvest That lime, 
usually considered as a means ol fertility to the land, should 
rewler it barren, was to the parties a matter strange and new. 
Specimens were finally sent for analysis to Sir Humphry Davy ; 
be made the experiment, and gave a solution to the enigma— 
the lime was found to be blended witii magnesia, llie presence 
of magnesia in the lime shewed the existence of a principle 
injurious to v^tation. Here then is a simple article rendered 
itf great local importance to tlie benefit or detriment of agri- 
culture, as magnena lime stone exists in this country. Mari 
is another articU. capable of fertilizing tha earth in eihausted 
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Boile. It is of great importaace, eipeciallj in a wheat countij. 
It may often reoHUB utelees otUy because unknown. The present 
Vice 'president of the United States, has oq his land at Statm 
laluid, a specimen of stone nfurl— the stone is often dug from 
■nder the inriace, and often found near it. It graduallj breaks 
and decomposes itself when exposed to the air, and finally bsr 
comes equal to any rich ratable garden mould. In how many 
other cases may tbisverjr advantage now remain unimprored? 
TIffi very stones which are better than Jty manure, periiapa 
bang picked aut at a considerable expense, and thrown awaj 
aa an incumbrance to the ground, and then manure laid on At 
mndi cost. Iron is a very common ore, yet boundless as itf 
quantity is in England, the iron nt Sweden is inditpauiUe ta 
the perfectioa of some of the Engli^ manufactures. Does not 
this important llifierence in a cammon metal, indicate the pro- 
priety of collecting apecimens of iron ore from every possible 
extremity of a country that ranges under so many degrees if 
latitude, as the United States i These observations are made to 
impress th« importance of attending to snail matters— their 
wejgfat vriti be corroborated by the consequence which JitUer's 
earth,* (clay, in its jmre state, without admixture of sLlex) is to 
the English woolen manufactures, in the estimation of (he Bri- 
tish parliament, as to cause heavy penalties to have been far> 
mally enacted to prevent its exportation. Surely this valuable 
article needa to be known and its existence in every place 
marked out. 

Many more instancea of equal importance may be found- 
To look at what clotli manufacturers call the te&zlk^— a mv^ 
thorny thistle, can hardly appear more unimportant ; but it ftit> 
nishes an article for finishing cloth of so much consequence 
that a person has been known to travel part of France with « 
view of {wocnring a quantity of this article for English con- 
samptian. Teazles^sentanumberof exquisitelyfine points 
for raising the knap on cloth, which no experienced artist wott- 
ing in steel could poaubly man^actore at such a price as tobe 

*CIaj ippcRniicainmnn Ritkle, and may be tiiercihrc (Irspiaed. But the 
cli^i (tf tliiB Muntiy are often lilendcd witli nvn. To Rnd olaj free froon lliis 
roLLtare itdnKMndiapeoiiUelD UirpetfL'niaaQf pottcir nwM&cturc. 
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of any use, if Itt coulil make them at ait— Such a uatiaiial ;;i 
lection alioulil be on a scale 'vhich may shew that nothii^ is 
too littieor too gratt, fvr the proper notice due to forming into 
Me»'i>' clawea ttie article^ in a grand amseum. Ear the puqKne 
%t teaching an admiring world wha^ patriotian is capable uf 
dIectiB; for a country tike yonra. 

The principal object i* soch inBtitufions should be domati* 
teuttreea, but this woold not preclude foreign* additions as a 
hfmntkoj tht muMbntM-duplicates of natural treasures Ik ii^ 
collected, VouM Serre, in many cases, as mediums of eichangs 
#iljt lomgn csuntriesi so as to render an intercourse whicli 
•hunlit be a mutual benefit^— a neans of adding the speeimcM 
tf th6 world's resources, to those of the nation 

Every ship that sails from the ports of the Uinted Stateli 
nny be made liable to a small extra duty, nnleas some natsrat 
evrinntien, according to reqaired general notices, be pre* 
9«med 1^ the captain or merchants. This duty shoald bo 
small, but sufficient to induce a desire to avoid it, on the easy 
tents of bringir^ ssch foreign specimens as might eaaily be 
aceesaibit, which in ererf case, should be deposited at tiie ct»* 
torn house, prior ta the'Clearanceof the cargo. Theinbabitanteof 
Stertem, New England, alfbr<t an instance of a mDseam, formed 
OA a aHwII but respectaUe scale, by voluntarif contributions 
Ironft^ sea captains bound to the £ast lmtiea/~The instance 
is werOiy the citizens of a town, well known to be ahve t» 
any thing good or useful. But, as the national scale will be t^ 
tensiye, the levying of a trjfling duty in case of no speciillen 
bei*tgprodiiced,woDld add tothe fund; 1 am,hinr^Ter,incikKd 
tv doubt the propriety even of any fojratioR eicept on patn<iC.i 
ina, and (4»t I would wiah to see, most noble, aa being altogether 
fi*ee and unsltackted. 

The names of doners who render important benefit^ to he 
i!«!rist«red in the institution, in a record of honorable semcflat 
those- who render the most important benefits, to be annually 
j«pofted t»the legislative bodies and their namea puMbhedw 
an example. 

'In inaeteouiilviti.ysrH^'Tii^HHiiinfiislbrninotulniiicIi, Inittlip nutjor^*. 
oTuKielMlnajiinhlitiiiigUttitinn^ 
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^^^B Whenever an AmMicafl cidzen, gOM to ft ftfKl^ taimttj, 'tis 
^^^^Pa paesenger, and returns without a specimen or (tepodit at ^k 
^^m custom hoiJie, a stna/^ ijuty levied in eiich case wouM be pMl 
^^r with plea6urf>-^aTer8e as f am to any taintion *m this Butqect; 
^ Itmoney is to be raised IW a natioHat b'ailding by public <!«• 

ties, such as bear on foreigo pnnnitB ajtpear the anst natnal 
objects. 

fieibre I close this comBiunkatioH altoW nw to ntafee one 
more sug^efttion. * 

There is not a flner cmintry in die worid Atr landscape sce- 
nerr than Americriit 

AbnndSRce of persttns can be found capaUe of drawing M 
mtttine, in h nation which is yet in infency, when to find tfie 
Ume nnmbet- able ttt matte a perfect drawing, wonld be a dif- 
ficulty. 

But the (All«ctiisn of great nnmhef of ont^tttn may be ft 
nursery Of the art of ilwtgni. Let patriotism call on the dau^- 
terS as well as the Sotis of the cbilntry, to present sketches m 
the rough state.^siffl;>^y of correct sketches of scenery _/roiii 
tutvrt; let these OtftJines be forwanled, post free, tb a propel* 
eflicie at the'tiatiohd musebm; and. Without expense, a gallery 
of outlines may be formed df idl the landscape scenery of thie 
United States, on such an extensive srale as to gratify and ts- 
tdulsh. A book of referenbes may be ke|tt of the names of the 
anthors, bnt not published or exhibited without their con- 
wnt^-^In all esses a reference to be expected for the emreet- 
flsss «f thfe deal:^. Hie young attist might thus have aceeiia 
it»all the beauties of gcet^ry Miich n&tnral landscapes in out- 
fine can fuHitsh. More perfect And finished speciaiens oteA 
not be n^ted as patriotic fit^sente ; but a ftallery of out- 
liiito frODid gradnally pl-epare the way for a {Perfect schod of 
design^ 

fen^tvt^ihoiild be ri!t|itested to forward sj>ecimens of all 
Aeit'ei^intvingstothe same depositorr, as affording^ criterion 
dnd record, of tiie pn^resd of the arts of design ittd ettghlfibg 
is tliis nation. 

These hints may appear to bear only on the genteel acoom- 
plishments of drawing and painting but they equally ftj^y to 



die arts of deiigti for nunuractnrcs ;" and, ultvuaUly, domesJ 
tic manufacturee, requiring the artsof tleBign, Mustgtot 
flouri^ in this cotintiy. Were the French art of lithii;;ra]ihf 
generally used, copies for other museums might be mi^ltiplie 
St a small expense, and without number. Surelj this grand 
improvement will not be neglected in the United States! 

Will the display of legislative and individual patnotism r^ 
qnisite be* sacrifice f No! evety eiertion of patriotic feeling 
operates as capinl placed out at compound interest. Event 
uallj', aU the colleges nuy have their museums to aid and iUua- 
trale their professors when lecturing on natural and esperinteop 
tal philosophy— their cabinetsof metals, minerals and planta to 
illustrate the bounty of Providence, and point out tiie means of 
improving the land : but in the galleries of out-Jine, as well •• 
in the foreign specimens to adorn the temple of science, the 
youth of the schools and colleges would repay their parent's 
eSbrts — they would carry the benefits reaped froin national p»- 
triotism into the bosoms oi their family circles — they woohl 
turn social converse into an intellectual feqat — they would be* 
tanize in nature's garden, and present the mo«t fragrant itowera 
and precious fruits to the eyes of thoae whose love oC.their couk> 
tiy had sown the seed, of whidi they would deserve to reap the 
precious harvest 

I appeal to thee, my generous friend, who first taught mc to 
appreciate that warmth of patriotism with which s Virfpnian 
heart can glow, for the following circumstances:— A lai|[equait- 
tity of shells are often found in the neigl^Kirhood of Williams- 
bui^ ; they are a specimen of latge fluted oyster shtlU, biown 
to abound and extend to Choptank river in Maryland, yet thU 
species of oyster is wholly esUnct in the nei^boring rivers, 
abopnding with the common oysters ; afibrding a strong, indica> 
lion of a great revolutioo, that could thus extinguish one 8pe> 
cies and make room for another. The accurate extent of diis 
bed is a subject worthy of examination and report. In the eas^ 
tern states, amidst primitive rock formationBithis species, now 

* Calico printing, {uiper lian^n^, floor cloth pMtenu, and pondian, 
•Inmnsk tuUc elothi, xnd niany olhrr articles of nuaufoeture, all dcpcnil 
!«■ Ai.'iFwiwm on the arts of dtagn. 
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^^^kxtinct in James' river, is ^et to be founi^ At Richmvnd, 

^Kr shark's teeth are oHen dug ap, and but r^1;^> if ^^^< V^*" 

^B served. In England the minesof coal often present vegetable 

^T and fossil remains. Do such initancea occur in the minea of 

r Vii^DJa and Pittsbui^ and are they lost and neglected? Do 

aot such examples as these establish the fact, that notking, 

which can be made useful or instructive, ought tolM omitted 

in the formation of such a national institution i 

In case any prospect of success should be tikelj to open in 
consequence of thme lo^stions, I shall be happy to give sncll 
hints and information as may be in my power to forward the 
otgect ; but my wish is only to point tiie way and render any 
anxiliary aid, leaving to your natire 'genius tlie task of tra^ 
veiling the paths of light, and ascending, with an eagle-eye, to 
the meridian height of scientifie discovery. 

I have now so greatly occupied the attention of my (Henda 
on the sut^ect of public and state museums, that I mutt defer 
that of natiomtl education, and the extension of tiie Lancaste- 
rian system in the United States, to be the subject of another 
communication. I hope, however, to succeed in shewing that, 
if you possess the wiH, as a nation, you have the power of ban- 
ishing ignorance from the mind of evety child within yotir 
borders — of rendering future generations children of li^t, who 
shall vralk in the splendor of seven-fold meridian of day. 

Having attempted todiachargethedaty of gratitude, in con- 
tributing my mite to promote your country's prosperity, I mean 
speedily to show that tiie Lancasterian system of educatttm 
pessesses superii^ powersof utility to those generally known 
in this countryr— which I hope may soon derive every good it 
can present in the greatest perfection. And now my honored 
friend, Bnrwell Bagsett, grateful for thy hospitality and kind- 
ness, a well wisher to science and knowledge, to thy country's 
prosp^ty and thy own, a friend of every man worthy of being 
tkjf coadjutor or compatriot, 

I remain, very respectfully. 
As a citizen of the world. 

Thy friend and fellow citizen, 

JOSEPH lANCASl'ER 
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Note 1. Since Ae preceding; letter was praited, I bave 
kad a commnnication ftvta tlie reapecUd fnemd to whom it u 
wIdreBsed, by which I find h« has personally' ascertained, that 
vegeti^le impreBsiorra are frequently found w» the coftl of Vir* 
l^nia. Most liLely this f^logical f«&tire ia to be foumt ia 
coal waati over the world. 

Note 3, A member of Con^^ess from KcHtiuky iitfbrHM hw 
ftat, in his coDDtry, a kind of jellowiah clay is frequently pre- 
pared for its particolar use, by tmmeraion in water;adecompo- 
■itim takes {rface, and a yellowiah scum is separated, 1^ cflerves- 
cence ; after which the residue is used for white'washing honscia 
and such is its adhesive power, that it never wears away, but r^ 
nains as fast as paini He thinks that tUti quality wovldreaj 
dw it serviceable in the manulactare of pwcelain.* 

NoTK 3.'ABthe Qi^toi advances to its completiw, die pre- 
sent wMden building which are used as i^ces will become 
useless. If sold they will produce but very small proceeds, 
bat by being removed to some convenient place may last a con* 
stderable time, and be saflicient, without mn ch expense, for the 
tommmentettt of a Museum at Washin^on,— a Museunt 
vbich may afford eventually.a nobler monumenttethe memory 
flf Washington, as a friend of his country's liberties, than 
any colnnuii bcwevcr admirable its ardttteetnis «r CMtly it* 
Bwrble! 

- Since the above was written, I have ttuCafeJKcUoU tea, which 
grew in flte interior of tiie United States. 

■ riinimmiliMlTin no miiAi aut^cta vilt be ktj tawptaUc to An uuhdr. 
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TO HENRY CLAY, 

BRAKER OP THE H0U9E OF REPRESENTATIVES D. 8. 

" H^ the ahfldren of dnw nm who fint floated the bmner of lutiood 
<■ Ilber^ merllie Borld, uw, rally Rnnd the Muidird of thsir inleUeotiul 

" gnatntM, and fill up nhh aiiMtrioui eharaeten, the jet unwrttlen mlnmM 
" oT IHerarr uu! icieDlifio gi«y." Letter M Aoiwff Btuttt, Xiiet' Jltgit- 
«r, vaL S<A,nMMr^, 18t9. 

Washingtok City, 

iSd, qf iith Mffaik, 1819. 

HoNoneo vbienbi 

INTERESTING views of general education, uul 
oolUtenl meanft uisUiary to the Gonformat'iiHi of utiootl 
character, require to be grounded on practical tbuthi, Td 
elocidate the subject on which I make this communication, I 
respectruUj refer to the recent of age$, as evidence in p<»nt to 
the truth of m; propositions. History teaches mankind that 
maa; nations have deelintd in morals as they inermied in 
riches; for their jndiiie snleJtect and happiness diminishad la 
proportion as they deviated from that simplicity of nuuMwr^ 
which contributes to the tma wealth of nftljons. The roast 
eminent lawgivers of antiquity illustrate this national trutbt 
CvavSfWho ovecwhelmed one empire, and establiriied aysstei 
dominion, was as distinguished by virtue as conspicnona te 
power. His enerpes and success were derived trvm wmpU< 
city of practice and character. The jndi^ent of Solwi wm* 
that " riches brought luxury, and luxury introdnced rvsAMtv 
iHt» a nation.*' SMAxwas a true republican— for whaa h» 
8 
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b&ppened to be in the court of the moDftrch of L^u, whom he 
taw arrajod in puf^ enthroned in aplendor.and anrrounded 
with magnificence, ttie rich Ch.£9us asked'the wise man if he 
"had ever seen any thing more glorious?" Solon, feeling notbin|r 
but contempt, f<H' the guilded tujs and playthings of a court, 
answered, "yes! cocka, peacocks and pheaaanta." This re- 
plypreventedJiis beingretained at the palace, which he quitted, 
jet tearing behind him the forcible impreaaion ef a truth, the 
repetition of which saved the life of king Cnesus, when the re- 
vdution of time had brought on him die viutatioDS of calami^ 
and defeat. 

The same simplicity was inculcated by Socrates, who on ob- 
serving a young citiKen absorbed in pursuits unworthy an im- 
mortal mind, exclaimed, " behold a goldem slats." Plato 
was an example of moderation ; he refused a purple robe when 
in^esented from a king, saying " I am a man, and scorn such 
XFFEiiiNANotics.'' LicuRGus, by his precepts, laws and exam- 
ple, reared the foundation of Spartan greatness. Hia institu- 
tious were not characterised by those refined distinctions which 
Burfeeterms " the Corinthian capital of polished society," The 
parity of motive and power of example, induced men to yield a 
tody obedience to his laws. Simple, as mighty, must have 
been tiiat mind which, in a daii and benighted day, reared a 
p^itical edifice capable of bearing the convultionB of society, 
and braving tiie stonns of time for four hundred years ! These 
references are made to revive in thy classic mind, the chun of 
Oimnexien which may befound inthe sentintents of great men, 
on sobjecta relating to the rise, progress, or nrin of national 
chsncter. TheorigiBal influenceof government in antiquity 
jnsi|^fly applied to a small population. There is one emi> 
Mnt exception, that of Moses, who led six huvdrxb thou- 
slhrB perMtRS from the darkness of Egyptian bondage to the 
^Ociotn liberty of a free people. An ex[>eriment under these 
■<n k i a j; eirctttnstnnces, on such an extensive scale of numben, 
iii «'day wlien political science was in its infancy, co»id not 
Im very ttkely to originate with man. , The case required the 
unculous interpositions which distinguish the enterprise, t» 
emnwith success an sndertaking, iavolviBg so great and estt- 
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ticB a tniiBition ia the condition of a nnmenua people. This 
instmce ia adduced, not aa & case abaolutelj in point, but M 
one too important to be left entirely untiottced. U oscs, u»- 
'doubted); , had to legislate for a pe<^le, in point of numbere, 
greatly superior to the early population of Greece or Italy; 
but, po^ups, a greater change was never produced in the roan- 
sera of a small nation, than that efiected by meana ot Nuh* 
PoMPiuvB. His talents were those of a legislator, who taught 
fa^ example what be enjoned bylaw. He sbwie forth as a sun- 
beam on one of thf> darkest rdays in the history of man, and bis 
precepts seemed to carry the conviction of light in their pro- 
gress. Ia B limited measure, according to kia knowledge of 
religion, he brought etenuU motives into action, and tiins iiH 
fosed into his institutes a vigcH- beyimd his taws. The obedi- 
ence he exacted was prompt and peaceble, di&iiBing the smiles 
of serenity over the face of a nation for forty years. The coo* 
sequences ended not ai that period, for Numa headed th* 
march of mind to after ages, while he iMightened an iron 
character by the superior polish of his own— 4 polish which 
lasted till the Roman material wore out in the progresHon of 
centuries. The early Kcwnans were a lawless banditti 1 Nniot 
not only possessed the superiw civilization of the Sabinesi bat 
added to that superiority by the -rirtues of his own great mind. 
His legislative practice, exemplified the power itf combiaativa, 
by nniting the enei^ of the Roman diaraGter with the ai^«f 
peace and agriculture. His object was not a warlike des^, 
or love of conquest— No !— forty years peace infused liis own 
mild principles into two nations, whose amalgamatioD was to 
him, mon glorious than a diadem. The praises 1^ Numa were 
once recitodbythelittie children in Rome, as those of an^^her 
great man are uttered in America* Children learn to lisp tha 
name of their fatiur and their country in the same breath. 
Thus it was with Numa; and so, with nobler materials aii4 
more important coasequences, it is as to a -Washiiiqtok. 
States «r empires, that have arisen to power or eminence, are 
known to have taken their moulding and finish of character as 
mach from the forming minds 1^ their I^^lators, or great 
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Qien;^ as (hym avj other faTorable or peculiar cireumstance in 
their daj. Man is by nature a creature of example, and when 
the principle of virtuous simplicitj prevails in the mass of the 
people^ then the earli^ fathers of a nation reflect their lustre of 
pure motives and dignified mind, to future ages^ 

It is said that <* history is philosophy teaching bj example,'^ 
and history indicates that there is a peculiar period— a precise 
point of time, at which rising nations take a decided cast of 
character : an era when early virtues and .patriotism become 
national— -are interwoven with the uniform and constitutional 
feeling of a community— gather permanent strength, or sink 
into the imbecility and decrepitude of a premature old age. If 
tiiere be a period which occurs in history, more replete than 
any other, with interest and instruction to statesmen, philoso- 
phers and friends of humanity, it is the one at which the for* 
mation of character first takes a definite direction. A question, 
of some importance, may be asked, whether this power,, as 
applied by the legislators of antiquity, may not be acted on by 
the united energy of a people who are their own lawgivers ? 
In fact, whether the people, and those they elect, by wise and 
judicious means, may not be able, under the Divine blessings 
to mould and form the character of the rising generation, and 
future ages, to wisdom and integrity, to the developement of 
talent, the expansicm of mind, the maturity of -virtue!— -I am 
no advocate for the wUddacinskeoiiheperfectihilUy of human 

* Extract of an ioBcrlption <m a monum^t in tlie Guildhall of the citj at* 
X^ondob, to the memory of Pitt, sabi. or Chatham, the poweiful adTOcate of 
American rights, in the British house of peers. 

•* The mayor, aldermen and common councO, mindfnl of the benefits vhich 
iSttt eity of London received in bev ample thare, m the general protperity , have 
ORBBted, to the memory of tbis eminent statesman and powerful orator, thia 
monum^it in her Guildhall, that her citizena may ncvei: meet for the transae- 
fiction of her affairs tt«///o?^ ^n^r&mtm/(?</, that the means by which Pro- 

Ttdence raises a nation to iBrreatness are the virtues infused into the minds of 
•MEAT inar, and tliat to withhold from those Tirlues, either the Ihring or the 
dead, UiemirR of mtxu and vhtseatiov is to deny to iHKiisfiiYsa, tfaB 
XXAKS of HAniNKSs and hosob.'* 

N. B. "When the toriter of this letter mentions «* orxat meit," he has no^ 
allusion to any greatness, but that which is gen orated by virtue, troth, pipty 

^md talent. 
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^^V lutare hj any inberent power of its ovm| but u &r M 

^^H human institutions are fiuBceptiblo of excellence in point of 

^^^ time, their eScct on the mind uf nations aeents to have com- 

V menced at the instant uf growth and decided fonnation of 

F tbaracter. Thus we perceive the medium by which e'ernal 

misdowt has destined ^e combined maw of unifurm feeling in 

•ociety, to take those impressions and features, which at once 

brighten, distinguish and ennoble the aspect ot a nation. 

Un one occasion in England, a politii-al empyric, whose name 
is too contemptUile to be repeated in an; letter to tAee,pre<lict< 
ed, from long drought, with exultation, that, in sii mondii, 
bread would be at a price la London, the amount of which and 
famine were synonymous terns.. Never was a fortane-teUer 
more out in his pr(«nasltcs-— rain was long delayed, but still 
6anie in season : f'lr had it not fallen as it did, the harvest 
must have been ruined. When the clouds poured out their 
fructifying showers, the grain was just furming and beginning 
to fill. Almost every ear of wheat t>ecame double in wei|;ht, 
and -nearly four-fold in number of grains. This circumslAnce 
first taught me the agricultural consequenceof rain.at the pre- 
cise instant of formation, to the fruits of the fields— So with tha 
richness of mental harvest; a nation's future abundance de- 
pends upon Hie well timed influence of wisdom, operating like 
"genial dew and fruitful showers," at the critical moment on 
which, the most important future consequences may depend. 

Whilst Virginia retains its name, may. hospitality never 
rease to be its motto. When ktely enjoying that hospitaller 
■t Williamsburg,acollection of maps commanded my attendoa 
with an interest bo lively that I shall not soon be likely to forget 
the cause, or the efTect, for Iwaslnnkinfcatthemap of Nokth 
Colombia, front the Atlantic to the Pacilic ocean. Under aa 
introversion of mind arining from this view of the nation, I in* 
voluntary contrasted the fir^t settlement at Jameitown and 
>- PlymoHlh, with the present States and their ramificatioub 
CANtemplating the increasing spread of the population of the 
, (Tnited States, 1 was ready to exclaim "here is an ample foot- 

ing for another Jllas, not merely to stand, but to travel from 



•nc immence ocean to another with the world and its interests 
on his shoulders ! What an unparalleled national cafMicity for 
extension and power ! With a destiny so grand, how momen* 
tas the importance of forming the national character, while 
TET plastic, to its eminent prospect and future grandeur ! 

When crossing the Atlantic, involuntary admiration often 
burst forth at tlie power and goodness of the gracious Creatoiv 
in forming the great deep and supporting the innumerable mil* 
lions of its inhabitants; for mercies surrounded us above, be- 
neath, and on every side ! We met many vessels steering dif- 
ferent ways, and often distinguished or spoke to those bearing 
the flag of independence* We naturally associated the co- 
lours of a sovKRKioM PBOPLB with the memory of those intre- 
pid men who first reared that standard, and said to the present 
and future age, ** bk fbbb." Thus, whether I contemplate the 
extent which your vessels traverse at sea, or whether I examine 
the march of your population, and future extent of domain, I 
feel like a man astonished, for the first time, with a prospects- 
sublime enough to leave at a distanee, the solemn effect under 
which the mind succumbs, on a first sight of the Alleghany moun- 
tains, or the rushing cataracts of Niagara ! May those measures 
be taken in this early day, which shall build up the eneipes of 
a nation, travelling on, in the greatness of her strength, firom 
the sea to the rivers,* from the rivers to the ends of the 
earth ! — Only fifty years past, and that man possessed a daring 
Buiud who had intellect to foresee, or intrepidity to speak of an 
independence which is now the boast of every heart, and the 
tiieme of every tongue ! Above one hundred years prior to 
tlie revolution, certain principles, sacred to liberty, had taken 
poot an)ong you. In many respects the coloniea had local and 
divideil interests, but these principles afforded a natural subject 
of sympathy — a common groond of feeling. A stroke was 
inflicted at one end of tiie colonies, and the shock vibrated to 
the other. It passed tlirough the hearts of multitudes to the 
remotest pmn^ as by a common conductor of unison in kindred 

* l^Iississqipi, Ohio and MiswurL 
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nature. The gmwth of the principles of libertj ttadbeen that of a 
seedling, slow but sure ; their maturity was that of an oak, the 
strength of which was ultiipately tned in c^ympetition with 
'* Btltannials idol tree.^' Common feelings and interest cony 
stitute the basis of a national character, and it was in the cra- 
dle of these that your independence was nurtured, and by 
thcie your maturity will be perfected. Thus was produced 
that awful conflict, which fixed every eye in Europe with 
anxiety on the interesting scene of aotion — on the event of a 
contest which, during its progress^ clothed many serious minds 
•f each country in deep mourning; but %'hen an overruling 
power brought forth your liberties with the sweet influence uf 
the '* Pleiades, of Q^ion, of Arcturus and his sons," the riding 
constellations excited the admiration and called forth the grati- 
iiide of all who admire the beauties of Heaven, and adore the 
|K>wer who maketh'^the clouds his chariot,*' controuls the 
storm, and saith to the waves of the sea *' peace, be still !" 
The records of time scarcely present an instance of the en^ 
ergies of a total revolution of power, subsiding into quiet with 
so much rapidity; but our wonder is' lessened when we con- 
aider that it originated, not in party but in principle^ not in the 
effervescence of an occasion, but the consolidated wisdom of 
inheritance^-not in ill will to the mother country, but in love 
to that which gave birth to a people, who were far from being 
deficient in knowledge, or dead to liberty. The establishments 
of your state and national governments, have been attended 
by a peculiar characteristic unknown in the annals of man : 
without an equal in the modem science of legislation. Colo- 
nies have been formed by European powers, not as children 
training for maturity, but as a species of political idiots, requir- 
ing to be kept in subjection, pupilage and dependence, and 
compelled to pay ample tribute for the power exerted as prero* 
gative, under the mask of protection. — You colonize yourselves. 
Your new settlementf* arise to maturity, they become indepen- 
dent states and members of the great confederated family. 
The new states legislate for their local good, and possess their 
voice in the national interest. Could time, persoiiijiedy be 
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asked the question, he would saj this is anomalns; a fact 
•tanding solus on his records. When we consider that thirteen 
states may multipij to one- hundred, what a responsiiMlitj 
does it place on those who take the lead in the offices of the 
present day, deeply to consider what measures can be taken to 
mould the character of a future age to the map of possession 
and station of dimity ! Is not the time arriyed ? Has noMie 
era commenced on which your cast of future character, not as 
to present reputation, hut future, naHoHol and mental energy 
depends P Emancipated from the trammels of infancy, and 
past the chaos of af tevolution, you have arisen to your place 
and taken rank among the nations. You possess principles 
which only need perpetuation to give permanency to the power 
of institutions — ^the basis of which requires to be simplicity and 
wisdom, and knowledge and virtue ! One essential means to at- 
tain this great end, is the utter banishment of ignorance from 
within your borders. To crown this object with success, surely 
nothing should be esteemed completely done, till the infant, who 
has yet first to lisp the name of his country, may glory, as ha 
learns to speak, that, as to elementary knowledge at least not 
one uninstructed child can be found to pollute the soil of liber- 
ty, with the footstep of ignorance ! — You must ultimately arise 
to great eminence, not only as an agricultural, but commercial, 
manufacturing arid scientific nation. It seems the decree of 
Heaven, and man cannot reverse it. The raw material, which 
experimental science requires to render utility to the comforts 
and welfare of man, has actually been developeil, so as to in 
crease its powers several hundred-fold, withhi four centuries. 
On ascending to the rank of nations, you are greeted by the 
intellect of ages ; the genius of human happiness presents 
you a cup, rich with mental luxury. Arts, sciences, manufac- 
tures and commerce, are now at a new era in their progress. 
It is for you to enrich your children, and your children"^ chil- 
dren, by giving to them; universally, such an education ami 
conformation of character, as may enable them to serve their 
country by the power of mind — to blend the wisdom of ages 
with the vigor of a nation's youth ! Do you not possess won 



derfal mefttts iw increasing tiie materials of kiicywledg% and 
I'endering much more splendid and serene this intellectual 
period of the world.* Surely, you will now, call forth the 
noble ardour, which alone can improve these superlative advan-t 
tages. 

Youth acquire the elements of learning, but they too often 
ftop at that point ; the knowledge of elementat*y principles^ 
indeed, afford the basis of all combination in art, science, or 
philosophy ; but elements are of little use without their api^« 
eation. America has a great destination, capacity and pow- 
er given it by Almighty Providence ! Surely it will be wisdom 
&at the education of youth, after the elements qf instruction 
are once attained, consist in such a course of general know- 
ledge of men and things, as may best comport with the destiny, 
character and pursuits of the country ; for an acquaintance with 
the arts of life will often determine the mind to that line of 
action which may prove most congenial to its feelings and 
abilities. It is a defect, not only in the state of education 
in this country, but over the world, that much general know- 
ledge is acquired without an index, arrangement or connexion ; 
consequently it is left diffused and unavailable, when it ought 
to be concentrated so as to be called into action upon emer- 
gency. Much knowledge may be in possession, and the power 
of association will revive it incidentally ; but the ability fji 
that memory and mind must he furbished to great brightness^ 
that can summon its associations, and apply general know- 
ledge to specific objects, at unlL To promote this end, sys* 
tematic education, must consist, not only in the course of study, 
but in its practical application. 

While the character or qualification of teachers of youth is 
left to chance, undervalued, or not adapted to the great trust 
committed to their charge, the mind of the rising race musl 
suffer in proportion as their teachers are disrespected, unquali- 
fied or degraded. Any measure that may be devised to im- 
prove the condition of teachers, without enhancing materially 

This subject has been specificaUy treated, in a letter to Bubwill BA8Bin% 
on national institations, to which I now refer thee; the motto to this eommU' 
nk;atioR is an extract from (he same. 
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Um c(Mt ai' edttcataoa^ will be a national denderatan. It is 4t 
§inj(ular fact that professions which require talent, are rarel/* 
entered upon without a course of study ; or rendered produc* 
iive of support, unless recommended bj experience* But it 
seems any person may become a school-master without prepftp* 
ration* or proper qualification, to a country's lioea. This>vil 
requires a remedy. ^ 

' The renoTation of old ideas, often affords to the nind m 

much gratification as the acquisition of new ones. True claseie 

! taste, whether ancient or modem, can speak a volume in a se»» 

i tence, a simile or a word, but the powers of art always paj 

tribute to those of nature. Correct classic taste delights bf 
the associations it renovates, by the knowledge it revives, as 

j ' much as by the instruction it bestows. Scripture classics are 

superior to all others. They never travel out of the line of 
propriety, and in affording proofs of inspiration, present to view 
a deep knowledge of human nature, a sublimity of scenery, 
jBonnexion, and object without a parallel. They possess an ele- 
gance suitable to a subject, where nature lives and breathes in 
every sentence, and the countenance of a Deity she4s its be* 
nign lustre over every line ! I have often wondered, that when 
elementary education is finished, the beauties of scripture truth, 
as to dignity of style, purity of morals, and majestic views of 
omnipotence, are-not made the first lessons of regular instnio* 
tion. If I am favored to rear an institution of my owii^ in this^ 
viy adopted country, so deeply do I feel the importance of first 
impressions on the youthful mind, that this will be an otject 
ef peculiar attention, not as a sectarian, but as a Christian, a 
teacher of youth, and a citizen of the world. Here I could 
enlarge on other topics, but I wish to avoid details at present,. 
IS I have pnmiised to enter upon them, as connected with na* 
tional education and the Lancasterian system, in a tectrnd let» 
ter to my friend, Burwell Bassett In addressing the present 
communication to thee, I have been solicitous to dwell only on 
Hie general topics of universal education, as connected wi% 
national prosperity. 

To the American people, ** knowledge is power, liberty and 
peace !" Every circumstance or means w^icli can be rendered 



4»iHiii€iT« to iti pNMK»tSon» Will, I am convinced, be ettknaiMl 
by thee, and men of congCDial mindst aa rendering more legi^ 
ble, a grand claase in the constitutional charter of jour happi* 
iwaa. Next to the poaaession of infotiiiationi it ia of no small 
oonsequeace that knowledge should become a eiraUaHngm^ 
dMk among you, and I hope the day is not distant when your 
|Riblic spirit will induce the training of lecturers oa chemistry, 
fla[perimentai philosophy, mechanics, and the arts of life, the 
•snstellations of Heaven, and the treasures of the earth i ia 
•annexion with some public body to sanction thenr movements^ 
and prepare their reception over the union. This will revm 
Mm donnant knowledge of the aged, confer the blessings of in* 
otmction on the yonng, and, seconding the universities, syste- 
aiatically spread over a mighty people the radient streams oi 
iMtellectnai acquisition ! 

In all these views of the subject, it a eneptial to keep ia 
mind, the necessity of associating every good with that simpli* 
eity, which was inculcated by the precepts of those extraordinai^ 
ry men, whose examples do honor to die human species* Iiift» 
nite wisdom has ordained, that the bones of children are mom 
liable to bend than break, as they have little burthen to support^ 
and need facility to their growtb* In after life the case is di& 
ferent The Divine foresight has decreed that a decided confotw 
mation takes place, which gives firmness and v%or to the Ml 
maturity of the adult man. It is thus with new states, young 
in legislation, weakness often attends their Jlrs^ movements | 
time and experience mature mental, as well as animal strength. 
When we consider that children, if stinted in their food am 
weak and dwarfish in their growtii, and ever after sutgect im 
constitutional imbecility. Thus we may appreciate the weak* 
ness .attending the advanced age of a nation, if its eariy advan- 
tages have been neglected. If a nation's good principles have 
not adequate nutrition at the period of their growth, theopper* 
tunity once lost can never be re-called ; for Aere is nosuch thing 
in nature as second growth, though there may be second child^ 
hood ! Perhaps the period is already at hand, when the weight 
of instructed mind in a nation, wHI be estimated by die states- 
man as part of its eSeetit^fe strength, tho maturitj of iMlaty 



and experience, cenfriirotes much to the treasare awi welfiive 
Hi a countrj«-Hi simple truth, but long disregarded in ages of 
political ignorance. 

Skilful anatomists tell us^ that such is the wisdom displayed 
ID the equipoise of the muscular powers of man, that the Tig^Hr 
which moves his bod j and directs his steps, thrown, in the least 
direction out of the equilibrium that controls them in opera* 
^n« would turn their energy against the very body they are 
intended to support, and breaking the bones, as pillars of the 
living temple, crush the whole structure to ruin ! It was a 
similar misdirection in mental pursuits, that in early agei, 
united pride with the possession of knowledge, and perverted 
its best objects to selfishness. Thus practical mathematics 
were contemned ; and yet they teach men to measure the 
eai^th and span the visible Heavens— -mark the boundaries of an 
estate, a country, or «r empire—measure the paths of the na- 
vigator on the trackless deep-— contribute to the perfection of 
mechanics and.. machinery, thus enriching the cabinet of art 
and science, the treasury and wealth of nations. These all 
were accounted inferior, menial and degrading pursuits, from 
the ancient philosopher to the more modern eifeminate noble. 
Bven Archimedes, who distinguished himself so eminently by 
inventions in practical mechanics, left no record of them be- 
hind him. Pride, misdirecting the mental energies of men,— • 
prevented a practical application, of some of the grandest disco- 
veries since the dawn of science to the useful arts. Thus men, 
aociety and nations, durincr many revolving ages, were de- 
prived by mere fiuete of much of their mental poorer— as bo- 
dies, whose muscular system out of equilibrium, are bereaved 
of their natural strength. 

Let it not be imagined, that I consider the American 
people *as destitute of a national character. I see too many 
instances of uniform feelings to convince me of the con- 
trary, however, I am equally satisfied, that this is an era at 
which is to commence its decided form and perfection. This sub* 
ject is one so highly interesting, as a legislative example to man- 
kind, that any friend to the race of man will find it impossible 
to i^oid solicitude, that the foundation already advanced may bje 



80 deeply laid, extended and cemented^ as firml j to aafipMi a 
structtire which may stand for ages, a pharos, a wonder to an 
admiring world, shewii^ forth a light which may be hailed as 
the auspices of hope to a thousand nations ! America acts in- 
dependent of precedent, for the whole people are sovereigitt, 
lawgivers and legislators for themselves. When a father is 
possessed of a large estate capaUe of great improvement, he 
wishes judiciottsly, not only that his son and heir should be well 
educated, but be made fully acquainted with the estate he is to 
inherit, its capacities for improvement, the means of increasing 
tiie produce and enhancing its original value. This elucidates 
the effect which national education ought to produce on the 
minds of youth. The share which every citizen holds in his 
country, being only a joint part in the original value and in^ 
creasing income of a national property. Education can never 
be considered as complete, when it is not universally applied 
to advance the interest of the country, as well as qualify the 
individual for the duties of society. I am not a native, yet lam 
no alien to the best interests of America. No snmll addition 
has been made to my happiness among you to find that party 
spirit moves softly, and men of opposite opinions mostly deal 
in mildness and urbanity toward each other. It is with heart 
felt pleasure I have experienced the noble and generous candot 
of the minds of men, who care not from what quarter, or from 
whom good orig;inates, provided the country they love is exalt- 
ed and enriched by its possession. Such men can botanize in 
the garden of the world, and with scientific skill, select the 
most fruitful exotic plants, with a design to render them indi*- 
genous blessings to their native soil. A peculiar advantage to 
this nation is that equality of vote and interest which opens 
the way for virtue and talent to raise to its right eminence, or 
find its proper level. Had this simplicity continued ih ancient 
Rome, Jugurtha, the corrupt Numidian prince, would never have 
had reason to say, " its senate might be purchased if any man 
could be found. rich enough to pay the price." It is not an esta- 
blishment of schools at national expense wliich [ recommend, 
but I call attention to the imperious necessity there is to watch, 
direct and perfect, for public good, tlie course of study; and the 
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primcif^^ tnonieated ml tile minds of jroath. Thote e&eniitdM 
which shine in jour coastitntion, or condace to futare prospe* 
«it J, ought to be engraven on tfie heart of every child who 
breathes the hallowed air of freedom. Thus the privileges of 
the fathers, ma j be transmitted, an nnMemished inheritance, to 
. fbeir children* So it was wi^ Rome, the simple and dignified 
wtaes of a JWmA, after more than two hundred and fifty 
jears, were found emblazoned on the heart of a CuroiNKATVi. 
One of the most eminent English fri^ds to the American ro> 
volution, delivered a discourse on the improvement of the state^ 
of mankind, in whidi he earnestly urged a particular attentioil 
to education. He considered it a suligect with which we are 
yet but partially acquainted, and asserted, that ** a secaar 
may remain to be discovered in education, which will contrip 
bote romr than any thing yet known^ to improve the condition 
of mankind.** It may be boldly maintained, that whatever ad- 
vantages are to be derived from improTements in education, or 
a wise direction of study, the benefit to be anticipated will d^ 
pend upon the oewebal application of its power to that body 
of risii^ intellect, out of which is to be formed the l^slators 
and patriots— the great men of a future age. 

Yon who are the elected leaders of a people, capable of fot*^ 
lowing in a field of glory which shall be more excellent *' than 
mountains of |Nrey," and, compared with which, the achieve- 
ments of hermc ages will lay their proud trophies at your feet, 
must be aware that the iiomage of every thing that bears the 
name of virtue, or goodness, awaits jou as the rich reward of 
those energies which your country requires to be put into ac* 
tion, in a day that calls for diligence, to rear successfully the 
superstructure, and bring forth the graceful comer-stone of 
your political edifice, sacred to all that man can enjoy, hav- 
ing on tlfe entablature, the hallowed inscription of ** peace on 
earth and good will toward men.'* 

Demosthenes said that ** man's happiness was to be like^ 
OoD;and to resemble him, we must love truth and justice." 
But the world needs a great national precedent of the applica'^ 
tion of this and other grand truths, to legislation in perspective. 
It is for America in taking rank among the greatest of nations 



M exemplify the beneficial efiect of wtedom on a scale that has 
never before been known on earth. 

IVlaj it not be considered as a moral certainty, in a nation 
where principle, and piety have long operated with leavening 
effects— that whatever measures are taken, to promote these 
objects, advantages will eventually be realized, which the 
most renowned ancients never anticipated, even under the 
most fertile flow of their vivid imaginations. 

I hope the union of any church with your state policy, never 
will exist, to curse your blessings. Yet the mild and lively 
spirit of Christianity, is not less valuable to mankind, and espe^ 
cially to your rising youth; because of the errors, and in« 
tolerance, or bigotry, which too often characterize national 
establishments.— For too often indeed, has pride, wealth and 
power, caused church establishments to raise their proud * 
crest and plumes, in array against liberty of conscience, and 
tlie progress of knowledge, and thus intemperate zeal, has 
inflicted severe and deep wounds on the vital interests of hu- 
manity. Exempt from this evil, corrupting as the magic 
of Egypt, education may freely wing her flight over your 
happy land. Her friends may rejoice that in her progress^ 
free from party spirit, and every narrow sectarian motive, the 
mild and benignant influences of Chribtianity, will always be 
introduced to the minds of young persons under the fostering 
influence of education, ** as a uoht that hath ooke forth 
IV BRIGHTNESS," ** a sslvatipn WHICH IS, as Hie lamp Uwt- 
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I remain, very respectfully. 
Thy obliged friehd, 
JOSEPH LANCASTER.. 
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P« S. The following verses on the Laneasteriaa tsyniscoL of 
^ucation, recited after a lecture in Congress hally may be td- 
deptable, and therefwe I insert thenii, 

'* The Uon o'er his wfld domains 

Roles by the tsksob of his eye-^ 
The Eagle of the rock maintains 

By roncE his empire m the sky. 

The Shark, the tyrant of the flood. 

Pursues his prey with quenchless rage-— 
F^irent and young, miwean*d from blood, 

Are still the same from age to age. 

Of all that live, and more, and breathe^ 

Man only rises o*er his bhth ; 
He looks around, above, beneath. 

At once the heir q£ Heaven and earth. 

Torce, cmining, speed, which nature gave 

The various][tribes throughout her plan. 
Life to enjoy — from death to save — 

These are the lowest powers of man. 

Trom strength to strength he travels on ; 

He leaves the lingering brute behind. 
And, when a few short years are gone. 

He soars, a disembodied mind. 

Destined his future course sublime 

Through nobler, brighter, paths to ran ; 
With him, the final end of time. 

Is but eternity begun. 

What guides him in his high pursuit, 

Opens, illamines, cheers his way f 
Discerns th* immortal from the brute, 

God's image from the mould of eUiy f 

Tis knowledge, knowledge to the soul. 

Is power, and liberty, and peaee ; 
And, while celestial ages roll. 

The joys of knowledge shall increase* 

Aid,' then, the genVous pU«, 

Which spreads the lig^t with universal beams ; 
And thniugh the human desart leads 

Truth's living, pure, perpetual streams. 

Beliold a new creation rise ! 

New spirit breath'd into the clod-* 
Beliold, the voice of wisdom cries ! 

Man, know thysdf, and fsab tbt sop. " ■ J ifem^ioffiefy. 
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TO JAMES MONKOE, 

9IIESIDENT OF THE UNTTGD STATES OF AMEBICd^ 



Washington City, 

HoNORKD FBIEHD, 

PERHAPS it is almoat impossible for a cmtefoplatifi 
■ind to find in tbe wide world, a country mare intereatine tn 
taj friend of tbe hnman race, than that of wKich thou art Fren- 
dent^— Not to feel a aolicitude for its welfare, — not to endef 
Tourto contribute, though chiIj a mite, to its prosperitj, would 
indicate a strong alicnaticm from feelings of kindred naturs 
commontothefamiljof man; and from those lovelj Christlatk 
principles which incline the hearts of their followers to 
r^nrd every nation as their own, and every man as tbdr 
brother, 

Tbe i>np.n of the piveniment of this country— its adTBBC«< 
ment in the rank of nations— its rapacities and future relatiwis, 
minele delight and surprise, on anticipating prospects, condii* 
eive to universal peace, or on perceiving the fruit of human hap- 
piness jet within the ^rm. Subjects so copjous, continua 
fitr-no short time tn present "visums of glory breaking on tim 
view," for the constitation of this country exhibits to d» 
world, the astonishing results of a principle of government, ap* 
plicable not merely toasingle state or people, but to an incraav* 
iofi familii of vatiotis. Europe, in common with flie world, hw 
been divided into separate states, but in assumine the principle 
of independence, no friendly point of contact, no centre of 
union, has be«n left, to preserve peace. This separation with- 
out a general bead of connexion, only opened the doors of 
•elGshncw and ambition.— The sceptres of the earth have beefti 
swaved over the fields of desolation, and man, unhappy ma^ 
Ifta boot the vktuB, wboae fledi, aad whoM Uiml, Mnuf 
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«flhDseAM^£,w1io have not aided to make mankind a peaceri 
family, but a family uf murderers ! The principle on which 
your alliance is founded, affords a perfect contrast, for while it 
it perpetuatefl and otMervcd, there can be no war amon!^ the 
■tates which compose the union.— A. circumstauce which alone 
vill conduce more than a multitude of other advantages, tu 
^ve security to property,and thatuna scale of extent, of which 
the world presepts po. similar example; for the fouodationpiin-^ 
ciples of your coD§titution connect independence with unioq, 
peace with prosperity. Divinb Providence, that Om- 
nipotent arbiter of nations, has reserved to this country, th« 
privilege) the high honor, of introducing to the world, a rule of 
govrnmentf which facilitates the growth of independent states 
and so combines their interests as to prevent the sword being 
drawn to settle claims or disputes. Could the curtains of 
Heaven have been put aside at the com men cement of this era, 
then the lovers of their country, mt^ht have seen the angelic 
busts strike their harps, and have heard the harmony of the K' 
rapkic chair, who sJna together on every Rem advance of peace 
in the world l-^Surely joy, thanksgiving and the voice of melo- 
dy would have been heard on that day, which usliered into the 
world a principle of united government,' eo^xiMe of filling your 
continent with an a^rsregation of peaceful, civilized, and inde- 
pendent nations. What HENRY, the threat of France, pro- 
pose<l as matter of arbitration, your constitution exhibits at 
preventive policy, and on the continuance of this bond of union, 
as the sheet anchor of peace among you, seems to depend tiie 
fining; a new door of. hope, for a creation which has long 
groaned in pain under wounds that still bleed. The play- 
thing — follies of a court, the baubles of « monarch's palace, 
tbe despicable eavy and intrigues of corrupt stalesmee, 
have often opened the viena of nations and. written the iniqui- 
ty of these fiends of ambition, in crimscm characters. I have 
turned with horror and sickness of heart from the records of 
human tmtchery, which mark tlie fields of a Cresay or an 
.^ncourt, a Ramilies and a Blenhein, — an Austeriitz, a Ores-' 
den, a Marengo, or a Waterloo, to look for a country in whwe 
pslitipal institutions, tSe Kerminatinr fvtds *^pc>cearc awwRt 
From what I have seen, 1 rejmce to find in tiu8_country indica- 
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^V ti«n» ef a swt In which iMj grow plants fit to adorn with be&a- 
^^k t\. and enrich tritli fruitfulneas, the Eljsian fields of human 
^^P Kftppiness; Never before did history present to the inquiring 
^^ mind, the character of a nation, which possessed such a power, 
of extending iti territory widiout annihrlafing the principles 
of liberty, by the increase of dominion. But it ia thu!i, hopeful 
i America, is capacitated to widen its empire, ehlarge its boun' 

' darieB.and if i may use a beautiful scripture allusion, inrrea^e 

the number of its citizens "like the stars of Hearen formulti- 
fnde, or as tiie sand on the sea-shore.** The phenomenon of 
jour history, presents an aspect of mild principles still in ope^ 
ration, calculated alike, to increase your power, and mnltip^ 
yoar blessings.' As yoar constitution enconrages nothing of k 
predaceous character, what a splendid addition may be made 
t« the great thinsrs already registered ofynnr true glory, if this 
nation shall advance step by step, state by state, till the boun- 
dary of its actual patrimony, shall only be limited by the At- 
lantic ocean on one hand, and the Pacific on the other Ex- 
tending the principles of union and amity, till the rising slates 
become a numerous and mature bmtherhnod o( nations, the 
fvnndation of whose government on the bordeVs of the Atlantic, 
Was concord ; the fruits of whose prosperity on the PaciHtf, 
will be peace* 

In thus making a pacijle march to a pacific oc!an, yon will 
nnavoidably came in contact with many tribes of Indians ; that 
contact, will be frequent and intimately blended with yotir 
national interests. These sons of the forest claim the atten- 
tions which are due to man in their situation. Considerations 
for tiieir welfare have often engaged my best wishes, and'anron^ 
the highest gratifications, I^iave enjoyed at Washington, it han 
been a peculiar satisfaction to see' in thee, a man, whom the 
Indians call their /a£Aer, sincerely endeavouring to prove hint* 
■elf their friend. Nor was this pleasure a solitary one, for 
I perceived a unison of heart on the sulqect, among many mem- 
bers of the l^slatvre and officers of the eiecntive. Eastern 
enctoms frequently alluded to in the sacred volume, show it to 
be unusual in approaching the chief of a nation, to offer con^ 
ystnlatioitf, widiont a preseat, howavcr small. I tian notllin* 



fit to presMt but Ae fniits of experiesce in education, wliicli 
nay be acceptable on tliis eutgect ; if tliej revife pjeanng or 
DBeful recollections, 1 shall have great pleasure in having maile 
the offering of my good wishes. Iti India a common salttaiion 
ia " clear sky to jou." As this is an Indian civility, I quote it, 
on an Indian subject, trusting that no storms may becloud 
the serenity of 4hat horizon, under which education may be 
likely to Bpread^Lnowledge to take root, and civilizatioD to 
extend its blesainip among those tribes, who call thee, tlieir fa- 
ther. I have often observed particular instances oiindividuat 
pto^M in school, adduced as evidence ofgmtral proficiency, 
twt time and experience taught me the fallacy of this concla- 
^on. The latp Earl Stanhope, whose lave of mathematical and 
nechanicsl knowledge, made liim friendly to every improver 
inent, once observed to me, "that a unit can do no more tlifil 
stand in a units place, unless other figure* written or implied 
«dded to its consequence by increase of quantity," and on this 
position he grounded the invention of a very curious ari^meti- 
cal machine, in which 1 have seen him put in the multiplic- 
and m«lti|dicand of a large sum, and then by putting his ma< 
chine in motion, gvind out the product, which alwafs came forth 
with accuracy. Tliis obsenration applied to another suliiec^ 
has irften convinced me tliat it is the total quantity of the rub- 
bish, of ignorance removed, the general amount of improve-- 
Bent actually made, that can alone demonstrate tlie ability of 
a teac'er, or the goodness of a system. The efforts for the ci- 
Tilitation of the Indiana however excellent have been as 'units, 
compared with large sums, or individuals with a nation. To 
ncceed extewiTely, it appears time, that the friends of the In- 
dians should promote instmctinn and civilization so as to act 
on the woM. To fix on central points from which civilization 
■say make its circuits ; for this general purpose a laj^:;^ fund 
may ultimatelybe required, than the finances of this country in 
these eventrul tiotea.may be able to afiivd. Allow me thcB 
Rspectfully to suggest, that in all future aoquisitions irf' terri' 
tory from the IndianB,/.ve or ten per cent of the land so ac- 
<|Hircd, be left in reservation to accumulate in value, «rhile the 
wuMiidiiiglmd maybe nlid. voA wtten Aa increaae u melf 
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Hi to wamnt <litposi»g t^ tiwM rewmtion«, nltt raxj hi 
rle and the proceeds invnltd in United Statoe' bank stock) 
n find in addition to any fant for ^ improvement 
of (he lodianB. TliuBftpnnci|rf«meyt)eBdc^ed independent 
at~p'jrchagero«ney,uannnitieii, which vill increaie the means 
•f civilization and in this respect accelerate the advancemeat 
•T national resources. While advocating the cause of these 
adult children of natnre, who have not jet travelled be^onj 
the rudiments of iociety and legislation, 1 see no cauM to be 
■anguine of great and smUm enccesa. Stow morements must 
attend any motion against the stream, for even the power of 
•team diminidws in ▼elocitj', by the impediments which ad- 
Tcne currents preKot to the vessels it propels. 

Hfttnt strikes root in the hnman constitiitimi by the arcnnKi* 
kted ^ctice of years, therefore much effect will not be expected 
among the mature Indiana, yet every pmnt gained with them, 
will be a step taken by favour of their influence, to forward 
the welfare of their children. Discouragement ought not to 
repress exertion, because of the difficulty which attends selec- 
tion, of the proper medium for directing the progress of mural 
improvement, the nearest way to the human heart. The nn« 
hvorable power of first impressinns te be counteracted, de* 
rives its chief force from the influence of soriety, and improre- 
nents iutroduced by the aid of a social principle, can alone 
present a counteracting and ade<;uate remedy. Individua a 
from uncivilized nations, have acquired the firxt elements of im- 
provement in superiw society— returned to their native coon-' 
try, and standinj; alone amidst all the contniry influence of 
earlyprepossessicNis and recurring h^its, have soon sunk under 
the antagonist operation of every social feeling; in the society 
tiy which they were surrounded. Such circumstances demon- 
strate tlie consequence of primary impreasfMis, point to the 
necessity of setting (Aem, as a lever, and poizing the moving 
power on the social principle, as on a fuienim, likely to change 
the direction and inffvence of custom. Endeavours making 
to improve these untutored sons of the forest, so as to make 
your connexion bene&cial, by blending with all your transao 
tivoa the benenrivBt Ctelings of kindred and ftatenut nature 




icunot fail to coftfer as Tnvch honor on the aathsre, u rrooii qii 
the objects. Lore and kindnesa act powerfally on mint)' 
state of Bimplicitj, and consequeatlj gratitade is more kating] 
This truth is demonstrated hy the manner in which the Ind 
cherish the memoiy of William PeKv. Such a line uf cod- 
dnct in the ezecative and legislative lirancbes of government, 
as may evince motives for their happiness, cannot fail to make 
good impressions sure, and bind them fast, so as to introduce 
Aose measures, which in a future day shalt change the course 
ti habit and conduce to a state of society, more favomble to 
•gncultural, than hunting pursuits. Facility may be given to 
this desirable object by a watchful core, that contaminating in- 
fluence shall be as little Interwoven with the knowiedge com* 
qiunicated to them in education, as the nature of human im- 
perfection, will allow. As Bgenry in tuition ia attended with 
considerable expense, troro the manner in which teachers have 
been accustomed to live, is it vat f?osgiUe to ftonowdxetkii ex- 
perue, by raising from among tkemselvei, a^mtf to pramole thi^ 
ohjeet ? An Indian teacher would not only live at less expense, 
but be more acceptable to his own yie[^le, than a strantrM', and 
Indians are acknowledged to possess that intelligence as leara^ 
en, which implies no want of capacity if property trained, 
for the office of teacher. The course of study to which it will 
be most eligible todirecttlieir minds, after the previous elemen* 
tary attainments are made, and the construction of lessons and 
materials adopted to this purpose, will be found worthy of care* 
fill and minute investigation. I.inseavs, the fattier of Swed- 
ish botany, and the founder of that scientific arrangement which 
concentrates, connects, and ponrtrays the collected beauties of 
an earthly Eden before the minds eye, operated so powerfully 
by example on the ycwth of his country, that wherever the 
yonrg nobles of Scandinavia, were found travelling for many 
years afterwanls, tliey were sure to be zealous botanists, 
anxinuB to advance that science, which the superior genius of 
their instrnctor had placed before them as an exalted object tX 
attention. The amiable and plain character of Swedish youth, 
fadlitated such impressions, and it is likely that the simple 
feeliags of imwphisticated nature, ouiy fofnisti individnd vkk^, 
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rolanxiousagents forthe instruction of others, in those branck- 
Wts of knowledge, which example an«l experience may (eacli 
Tham rig;htly to appreciate the benefit. The importance of 
forming the female character, by a special instruction, is so pro- 
minent, that it cannot escape attention, but it is greatly enhanc- 
ed when we recollect that the force of first impressions, rests 
mostly on the. amiable feelinn; of a mother's heart, — that feeling 
which can deliglit in the lispin-r of an infant, and listen, and 
long to listen again, to a childs iirst attempts to speak, — that 
feelingwhich softens and melts at every little sorrow, complaint 
and want, which brijjhtena the maternal eye at each new effort 
for improvement, and rivets to trifling exertions more attention 
and solicitude, than that, with which the disciples of Socrates, 
and Seneca, listened to the last precepts of wisdom, falling from 
the lips of those revered and espirin? philosophers. !f expe- 
rience in education, knowledge of human nature in youth, and 
a lively interest for your national happiness, qualify me to 
recommend professional subjects, allow me to urge that the 
means of education alreadv provided for females among the 
Indiana, be redotihled. While manual, agricultural and me- 
chanic arts are taught to boys, let increased care be taken t» 
inculcate every domestic art or improvement, which can sub- 
serve the purposes of domesfic comfort, and industrious em- 
ployment, and thereby add to the invaluable and impressive 
force, of an aclive maternal character. 

The course of study to be pursued, when children have ac- 
quired elementary knowledsre. in reading, writine, and arithme- 
tic, to be complete, must be definite, and commensurate with 
the objects to which it is to be directed. To form the characr 
ter, to generate new habits, to store the mind with ideas favor- 
^le to a new state of society, are objects which all require (o 
be systematically raised, on that foundation, to which the early 
ndiments of instruction are but preparatory steps. Unfold 
then the book of nature, bring forth before the rising youth in 
Hchools, a view of animate and inanimate creation. Let this 
Bummarv of instruction, end in pointinir the attention of the 
pupils "from nature, up to nature's God," and thus literally en- 
lance the view of the Indian, " whose untut(»:cd mind, sets Gfld 
in clouds, and heart him in the wind,'' 
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If it be true, and true I believe it is, that man becomes a 
more civilized and intellectual being, in proportion, a& he en- 
larges bis stock of ideas, and applies his knowledge to tlie du- 
ties of life, then thU proposed series of instruction wi.ll «p«rata 
•B that of Adam did in Paradise, an instance which ougjht t* 
prove an example to all persona concerned in education, as be- 
iBg serviceable (o asy jouth, but to Indians who have beAa 
ouried in nature's lap, its application will be still more impre** 
nve. The world and all its inhabitants,— the seas and all that 
dwell thenHo, present a peacehil, civilizing line of subjects, for 
iDstmction, which are at once calculated to extend the range of 
tnind, cultivate the understanding, and cherish the best afibc- 
tinns of the heart, to Ood and man.- 

Agricultural pursuits, and mepbanics, connected widi the 
same otgect, Biai|Je buildings and the arts of life ma; form k 
course of theoretical instruction, which should be practically 
clucidat«d. To promote civilization extensivelj', mechanical, 
as well as agricultural schools are needful, and the blending of 
theorjr with practice, will render both more valuable. Schools 
of industr; have often been attempted in Britain, and have but 
rarely succeeded. Competition in a market, the want of a 
lively interest in the acting agents ami salesmen, the loss of 
markets, or the absorbtion of what ought to have been racar> 
ring capital in dead stock or bad debts, have many times pro- 
duced disappointments to designs, otherwise not mly cmigenial 
to industry, but praiseworthy and excellent. What is required 
among the Indians are schools of industry, in which children 
shall be tauf^t how to work, without consumptiMi of materials 
of a costly nature, or risk and loss, in manubcturing for marker 
instead of their own consumption. Ploughing matches may ba 
made for a reward between school boys, the ploughs being 
adapted to their strength. The race for a prize with a frfougk 
will be as powerful in iu reartion on tite mind, as competitiMt 
between any two boys for an apple. Suitable medals gives 
for success in such eHorts, though of inferior metal and cheap 
price, would be preserved as ornaments and badges of honoi^ 
through succeeding periods of life.and revive and rivet the bvt 
hupreiuwis «a the aaad, every ton* they were examined «r 
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i;bineitibered. However useful the association of theoretical 
with practical instruction, in a courac of study, yet there is 
another important measure to crown the work, fui' the bright 
eye iif an Indian is evidently capable of being Used on a par- 
ticular object, so as ro indicate the habit of exercised attention. 
The facility of aiming at a mark, so as to be nearly sure of 
their prey, .is soon as they see it, must be grounded like all other 
human attainments on exercise. 

The improvement made by (lie Indian children in a school 
on the Lancasterion plan, corroborates thU fact. Writing is 
the medium of instruction ; tlioy cannot make a letter without 
fixing their eye oi* the stroke, and in writing theg excel. Clul- 
difi! of nine years of agcj usually learn to read, write, and un- 
derstand the four rules uf arithmetic in twelve months. 

Pictures with relative lessous U'tiird easy means of rivet- 
ing the attention of the learner, by rendering the course of 
!itudy interesting and impressive, as they often convey that 
pei-spicuous instruction, by one glance of the eye, which would 
ba.lle the genius of man, to describe in the compaiis of S 
volume. The union of opticnl and vocal instruction, ^'ives an 
additional importance to the eSi^cts, which characterize the 
principles of the Laiicaaterian svstem. A most powerful dagrec 
of knowledge may be communicated to multitudes of Indian 
youtJi by printed etchings, in outline, which may be executed 
at a small cost, and be aftenvurda coloured by children. But 
were I to enter into details on this subject, the pages of a 
memorial would not sufiice — a. quarto would be in insul&cient 
My chief solicitude is to call tliy attention to general princi- 
ples, without entering minutely at present into the considera- 
tion of important* though subordinate matters relative to Indian 
improvement- 

The more general, instructive ideas are rendered in any 
school, the more the social feelings which always give a 
weight to important impressions, become embodied, produce 
a greater mental re-action — a more speedy result — and future 
right direction. Acting on this principle, you will move on 
Buccesafully with your peaceful object, and pacific march; 
;oa vill gradually bring into view of the Imliuis, « micnt- 



cosn of the world we inhabit The data of knowledge araong- 
Aem, will be increased, new ideas favorable to the advan< 
a Bocial era will be multiplied ; thus jon will improre 
force of first iropressiona, and consequently, tiie precepts of 
wisdom will descend on their minds, with an increased powci- 
of gravity. Commencing among jonth, bo as to combine the 
^wers of picturescjue descripton, with recitation ; a greater 
^ect will be produced inilividualtj, — the embodjing of which,- 
with a social principle, will enlighteh the " mind's eye," before 
it can be darkened by the gloom of the forest, and before the 
tdtectioaB of the heart ca^ be absorbed, by the furious feelings 
attendant on the love of the chase. Thus you will grasp a 
uew power, which may operate on the minds of this interesting 
people, and render the yet unvitiated and undirected eneigiea 
of their youth, subeerrient to the promotion of general wet- 
&re. Improving the condition of the Indians, will render 
^tiiem your friends and allies, and give them cause to look t» 
future Presidents of the Union with the pleaMng anticipation of 
finding in them, official guardians and true friends. 

This is a cause in which I aim not to lead, but assist, and 
if I Were to choose a motto adapted to the occauon of tins ad- 
dress, it should be " I servp." Ideas are often the seed of action; 
and to promote civilization, the object of the friend's of the 
Indians is not to instil notions, which promote a warlike dispo- 
ution, or cherish the Tove of false glory. Encomiums on brave 
warriors, and the parade with which historians varnish the hor- 
rors and evils of victory, abound bo much in common school 
books, as to render them unlikely to incline the hearts of youth 
to love a quiet habitation, or rejoice in the works of peace. Va- 
nons as may be the sentiments of many friends (^ these people, 
respecting the lawfulness of war ; yet it may be presumed that 
none of them, would wish to cherish dlsposttjons favorable to it 
among Indiana ; for in the encouragement of schools among 
them,— in the training of teachers, — in the construction of 
lesspiiB,^ — in the adoption of plans to accelerate their impnrft* 
tnent,— in directing the course of their instruction, or in re- 
warding their proficiency with medals, the olgecti in view 
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^^^B »n identified witli Uie mu.^t peaceful policy in which a nation 

^^^^ cmi be engaged. 

^^fV The observations 1 have Bubrnitted to thy attention, arc 

F" general, and founded rather on tay own professional experience, 

than on any personal acquBinCance with the Indians; whenever 
I may obtain such an acquaintance, 1 hope I shall not be n^li- 
gent in improving every suitable occasion, conducive to the 
welfare and happiness of a people, so deservedly objects of thy 
kind attention. In addressing thee, on lliis subject, I have 
considered thee as representing many friends of the Indians, 
and 1 liave frequently expressed myself in the plural, for in this 
case, as in any other that is virtuous and good, I am satisfied 
thou would feel a great regret to stand alone. I trust, thcrefoi'e, 
thou will receive tliis contmunication as addressed to thee, OD 
belialf of every advocate of Indian rights throughout the 
nation. To present unmeaning compliments, would be quite 
as foreign to my object,a8 to thy wish, but having formed an 
attachment to thy native country, I naturally incline to finish 
an address to its chief citizen, — with sincere desires for it pros- 
perity and happiness. The eagle wing of its mighty influence, 
will be ere long extended from one ocean to another, and in 
taking its flight, tikese natives of the woods are sheltered un- 

»der the shadow of its wings ; they become adopted children of 
f he eagle, and may they neuer be forgotten, neglected or oppres- 
sed, nor have just occasion toappeal to him, who in the n)i|^t 
of his power holdeth the thunders of Heaven in his hand, and 
in the condecension of his goodness," hearcth the young eagles 
when tiiey cry." 
^^ Franklin objected to tlie selection of the eagle as a national 

^^L emblem, on account of its being a bird of prey ; but that emi- 
^H nent philoBO])licr, however, remarkable in general, for accuracy 
^H of judgment, seems, on this occasion, to have forgotten, that an 
^^M etnblem cannot be unworthy a nation which inspiration has 
^H formed sufficentiy expressive, to pourtray some of the most 
^F benign attributes of omnipotence. 

The state in which a superintending Providence found this 
nation,— the rank to wliich it has been raised, and the further 
ominence t« vrbich it is destined, — the Isadinga of the hand «f 
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npreme mercj,— the mmr instrnctiTe erenfs in its history, — 
the fhanoer in which it hasbeen preserved, nil l>earsoi 
ofrcaemblaace to that peculiargoodneas alluded to in thes<.rip- 
ture historjr ora most ancient nation. " The Lord's port^r.n i^, 
bis people. Jacob is the lot of his inheritance. He found him 
in a desert land, uid in the waste havrlin|; wildemuss ;he ted 
him about, he instrncted him, he kepthim as tlieai^plu i>: l>ia 
eye. As Ui ra^« stirrefh up her nest, fluttereth over hiryii'ng 
apreadeth abroad her wings, taketli them, be&i'uii) them on her 
vings; so the Lord oIotk did lead Aim-"* 

I am r^oicfMl to find peace and righteousness, sprinfrn^ up 
aod promising to floari^, in the councils of the American ns- 
tioa towards the Abori^es of their country. In leading on 
In this great work. Buiy tAou be bold, and bleased, as toeveij 
■tep of thj progress in a cause, which there is reason to hope 
ascendsintheTiewofomnipotence, asincenceat the fotrt-stool 
(rf" him whose delight is mere;.— whose oeme is love. Thecon- 
•olataons which arise from benevolent actions, when grounded 
oo a pure motive, reaendile the bonej-dew of Heaven, descend- 
ing to shed its sweet fertilizing influences on the increase (tf t>- 
I«tts, auxiliar}' to virtue ; — which, like thefmits of trae [Hetj,M 
sacred laurels, mantle round the living head, — beautify the 
tj^er,^ — and grow greener on the grave. 

May peace rest on thee, and thine, is die sincere and &k- 
wdl wishof th; 

Re!^)ectfn1 friend, 

JOSEPH LANCASTER. 



' PnierncMDT, Chfp. : 
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•- TO BDRWELL BASSETT. 



I Institute, Bali 

29(/t of. 2d AIiMK 18S0. 
Honored fbiend, 

ACCORDING to my promise, I again call thy attention 
to the important Bul^ect of national education, including the 
advant^esorUieliancasterian gyetem of iostruction, as adapt- 
ed to American youth. 

Theee interesting objects become more momentous, when we 
consider, that in your state and national representations, at 
least three thousand legislators annually assemble for delibera- 
tion. This number is so ori.en renewed, that in the course of 
twenty years, near thirty thousand persons are likely in succea- 
tion, to occupy that station, finm the multitude of changes by 
secession, decease, or new elections. In the Engliijli represen- 
tative bodien, during the same period of time, not more than 
three thousand persons will be required to fill the same station, 
as the elections are for seven years, and the peei'agcs for life. 
In this country, you know nothing of septenial pi^rl laments, or 
hereditary legislators ; this difference in vour constitution, has 
aagmented your representation with the inci-ease of your people. 
Between the multiplied population of the old, and the addition 
of new states, it is not unlikely, that the total number of dele- 
gates over the Union may now be nearly double the amount, 
at the establishment of your independence. Double your 
states, and you will require sixty thousand persons, to be qua- 
lified, to fill the hig^iest stations which a free man can honor or 
occupy in his country. Add to this your judicial olHcers, and 
civil magistrates, you will require two hundrerl thousand per- 
sons qualified to be jour agents, and representatives. Un- 
der such new and changing circumstances, that your state 
legislation and wisdom, mny become aynonimous, universal 
education must interpose its preserving power. There- is 
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no (tountry in the worfd, ha lAii, in which th« peopli 
hnw wch woight in the govefoment, and th&t gorerBnteut 
•onitituted, that none of itit privileges can be peqwtoaled, 
my of ita inititutiona possess at^ilit;', but as titnj are rooted 
and graunded on knowledge. Let any nuw search the hahit»- 
Me earth, and find, if be caUi another natiiHi, whose future 
proapects and prosperity, depend upon education te an equal 
extent The period when those principles which are to consti- 
tnte the future diaracter of a nation, becnne predominant ia 
tte precise instant for blending with the oatieMl feelings, tba 
fbll sense of the importance of universal iostmotioOf and the 
most active zeal for ita prwirotioD. Now ia the time, for the 
eenviction of future grand results to strike deep root in the 
pobllc mind, for the principlea of philanthrophj, piety and 
patriotic feeKnj;, to nlly the wb<rifl nation, frgn Uie rising youth, 
to the venerable old man,uiidertiw burner of knowledge. On 
4ie atihjcct of timing meesures uf such cwiaeqaence, I have 
dwelt largely in my letter to Herrt Clat. Ddute mcMores, 
Mw come under coosideiation. Mow can education be carried 
to acientiftc perfection ?— How can its elementary bea^u be 
extended to all the children of a nation ?— Where popalatian 
is dense, proper measures mar easily be cAected, where the 
district is thinly peo|de^,a difficulty will impede their pro g r m^ 
lind yrt the latter sections of a coontiy may aibrd asmeaf 
the brigfaest and best '^ems of genios,' which ever adatned a 
utmit. orcaised mankiml to rejoice. The firat conasdeiatiaB, 
is to bring the aeb}ect home to the heart of the natioB. — Lrt alt 
the leaders of (be people, editors of newspaper^ or perioAcal 
works, combine th«r cneipes, ut pfemote gmcial atteatioa 
to the subject,— 4o nTiTe and rivet in the miBda of their M- 
low citizens, the dormant convictian of its advantages, ao aa to 
imprest ihrm more cleariy, and unilialto Impiiniiiiii jim ami 
lasting.— To leave a good prindpie «s •■ iahertt^we to the 
hton age, the minds of yanng men af the pnaeat d^, 
require le hare this snlyct familiar » their view, c lelhed with 
light, in all its btarings. A few rayitilisMi ef ihas paMk me*- 
ewc.in mmty of artien, would sm uMil and i«pato &e mmk 
•f men with tlwnliiKt.thu»QAngABrtflfAe wlitps<isB 
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of lie whole nattoii, cobM oUHente those fee^itigs «4ttdi evioM 
knoirledge to be the best ^Ur to the catiBtttution, u f^nag 
perpetuity to its benefits. -tr 

Any great wwk mast prosper, when it finds & frienri, a po- 
tent ally, in the conviction oT every heart. The friends of 
education need be under no slam, about the deoMmatration o£ 
its ctTtl and moral effects, provided they are zealous ia promoi- 
i^ its utility on a national scale. ; 

The establishment of national achods in Scotland, was at* 
tended not only by a total change in the moral character vf tin 
nation, but prodoced a rc'iction on the minds of the rich, in 
&Tor of edacatioB, and at present so populv, and universal, ia 
the sentiment in its tavor, that if a man should neglect to edif 
eate his children, he would become a bye word and reproach 
to the whole community. Bven the inhabitants of a village) 
woald feel themselves under a similar reproach, if they did 
not erect suitable acheol edifices and give proper enoounge> 
'raent toteachers. This re-action, and accumulated d^;rce Of 
puUtc BjMrit, has produced an eSect) superito' to the legialativs 
energy whidi gave it birth. In consequence of gen«^ educa- 
tion, Scotchmen have carried their talent to the market of the 
world, and commanded their price. Like the industrious bee, 
they have winged their flight over the fertile fields of the earth, 
and gathered their honey from innunenUile flowers, to enriiA 
their parent hive. What has been the conaequmce of ini|n-ov- 
od morals, increased knowledge and industrious exertioaf 
Does not Scotland's mcrantains and fastnesses present to view, 
plantations, as fbreata of beauty, bursting by sutprise on the 
vision P Do not flocks whiten those iriains, the stillness of 
which, once was interrupted only by the prancings of the war 
horse and the shouts Af robbers. 

The wildemesa and the deserts of Scotland, now rejoice and 
UoBsom as the rose , and instead ot the briers or fhiatles, to ofiend 
and render nugatory die cares of the husbandman, immense 
fields covered with grain diffuse their fragrance, and beautify 
tite scene around.~inluUii^[ the breexes, as the breath of 
Ueavcn, they seem to bend their heads, as if in silent gratitude 
to Aat sovereign majwh', by whose blesaii^ an the knowledge 



and Ittbour ol' man, Ihey gi\'c cvidciice, linw the barren nasle, 
Die tnicklpis desert, tlie nlinost impervious tileti, may become a 
lovely garden, a fmitt'id field ! Kcllection tcoclica us, that ihis 
effect has bei-n produced, bv uiakiug knowledge acceaslble to 
the lohole cQininuuitr, and by iiuiiresamg the rntire ualiuD, with 
t lively sense, tiiat tlieir inilividuul interests, and those uf na- 
tional education are identically llie same. Scotland, by the union 
oftlkc two kiiigdums, lost iIh own parliament, and merged its 
|xditical interest into the vortex of ilritieh lesislation Kduca- 
tion alone has (lone ten fuld more fur Hh local influence, ihanil 
tost by the cunwlitiation of i>s government wilb that of Eng- 
land. Mere is an example tor Americal In the reign of king 
\\'illiam it vas a rare tiling lo And a private Scotch soldier, 
that could read and wnte, and nuw tlie very same people cany 
talciils niiicli knowledge lias niatui-ed, to ciery market in tlie 
nrorltl, as if they possess an ambition to become purveyors of 
brains to tlie univcrael The elTi-ct hns been dow but sure, rtor 
did the advantages of education opi>ear (.'iiimcnt in Scotland, 
until in the seeund generation, an educated race rf parents, 
seconded every measure fur tlic efi'ectual instruction of their 
children. Itefure sixty years had paused, Scotland received 
tnore than couipuund interest, for every mite of capital ex- 
|iendcd in (be instruction uf her youth. Ignorance and anar- 
kliy were baiUBlicd togetiier, the peaceful smiles ofkaowledge, 
stimulated improvement antl gave security to propertyi'^rhc 
I'cnt-i'uils toon exliibited annuat inrreaM; enough to make the 
iieart of any landhnlder, lon^ after a similar possession, irhile 
induslnous occupation, and intelligent tenants became abund- 
ant, and crimes so rare that the appearance of a criminal, ex- 
cited as much attetitionand surprise as that of a Comet In 
tliis country, you have materials to act upon, possessing a mora 
mature character fur knowledge, than existed in Scotland at 
the cunimencemeut of parochial sclioiils. AVith tliis advantage 
you have to hope, tliat more speedi/ success will crawn your 
work, if you seize the opport unities uf the passiuK moment with 
patriotic ardour, and esteiHliiig your hauds with determined 
7^1, {-lace them oa the plough and look not back; but blei* 





S^ith tillage, every little spot, or barren waste, and sowiilg (h6 
seed of knowled«;e, reap the harvest an hundred fold. 

The Emperor of Russia has published an account of the Lan- 
casterian system in one of his court gazettes, and sent it over 
the empire from Petersbui^h to Kamtschatka. Siberia with its 
frozen rivers, and accumulated snows, furnishes instances in 
which the Lancasterian system already opposes the softening in- 
iSuences of knowledge, to the deep-rooted barbarism of ages^ 
amidst the chilling rigour of the most inhospitable climate^ to 
be found on the surface of the globe. 

To extend to America, similar, but more accurate and im- 
pnived knowledge of the Lancasterian system and its advan* 
tages, the public support will be more powerful than a royal 
mandate, and for this object the subscnption for publishing au 
epitome of the system, to which thy name stands ^rsf, will, if 
properly supported, realize the object over the union. I have 
the pleasure of presenting thee a list of subscribers, as respect- 
able as ever any publication has yet been honored with* That 
the system should be without enemies would be an unparalleled 
instance in the history of improvements. That cold hearted, 
keen calculating men, whose minds seem pointed and polished 
till the material which will receive true point or polish is no 
more; should take up any improvement on public spirited 
grounds, would be as unnatural as that the system should be 
without numerous generous warm hearted supporters. Whe- 
ther the publication stimulates patriotism, by the support of 
friends, or jealousy of opponents, so that correct and perfect 
knowledge of the system, be extended over the union, I shall 
consider one of the most important purposes of my life accom- 
plished, in promoting the peace and welfare of your children* 
Unhappily, individuals professing to import the system froni 
Europe, and even to give credentials to persons they tiave at- 
tempted to teach, have repeatedly been either ignorant of the 
subject, or having left Europe, some years past, are consequent* 
ly strangers to all the unprtTE^eef improvements, made within that 
period of time. When I say improvements, I mean real ones ; 
for pretended improvements have largely subtracted from a cor- 
rect impression of the solid advantages which the system may 
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produce to thia country. Some of the best friends of this sj^^ 
tern are convinced that nothing but an institution established 
under the eye, and on the responsibility of the founder, can ul- 
timately prevent unjust estimates being formed of its nature, 
degrading to its character and destructive to its usefulness. I 
am a firm friend to improvement, but have seen, witli deep sor- 
row, a numlier of caseb, in which mere idle innovation was its 
aubstitute. Thus consuming to no purpose, the invaluable 
time of hopeful pupils, by a speculative notion, instead of a 
)K>lid good. This country has no aristocracy to set its fashions^ 
it needs not an education of show, of glitter, and parade, to 
give perpetuity to its liberties, ur stability to plain common 
sense institutions. Artless as natural, simple and beautiful, 
as truth itself, alike without guile, or grandeur, should be the 
improvements required to be interwoven with your measures 
which will not produce a momentary effect, but as^ a staple 
article, be known, valued, and in permanent demand from 
intrinsic worth. Mushroom-teachers, often attain a partia} 
knowledge of the mechanism of tuition, and there, they stop, 
seemingly unconscious that systematic principles, to be effec- 
tual, must be founded on leading inclinations of nature, and be 
capable of action and re-action, which will move, impress and 
direct the powers of mind* A gentleman once observed an ac- 
quaintance of his, take a sum of enormous length, and give the 
total as if by mere inspection, with a rapidity which seemed 
magical. On being asked, on what principle this Aost rapid 
calculation was grounded, he answered, ** Iread it^ when you,'^ 
said he, " work a sum, you add your figures together as a child 
spells the word " a-n-d'^ " and" " whereas you give the total as he 
pronounces 4he word after spelling it, J read the figures at once 
without first repeating each distinct figure." This anecdote, 
aSirds a specimen of fluency which alone can result from 
abundant practice. Warren Hastings, who in the sequel of 
bis career, afforded such material for the display of Burke's elo-» 
quence in Westminster hall, — when ^vemor of British India, 
paid great attention to the customs, manners, and talents of 
the natives. He once stated to me, that on going into a store 
in any ef the cities of India, and asking an arithmetical ques* 
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tion of tho Grsl native youth, who might be at Imnd, a Euro- 
penn would be aoswereil, befoi*e he could think upoa the sub- 
ject, viithutU the help of figures. This independence of arith- 
metical characters, left the calculation as remarkable for its ac- 
curacj, as for its mental operation. One cause of this profi* 
ciency among Indian youtli, is peculiar to theii' native country. 
They have business to transact, and articles to buy, or sell, 
with a currency consisting of an Immense number of tittle 
shells, called Cowries ; a multitude of which are equivalent t* 
a very small piece of coin. The operation of counting and 
valuing these, ran only be the work of children and youngper* 
sons at leisure. In thus counting cowries tiiey become meor 
tally familiar with lar^e arithmetica] numbers, without the help 
of any figure to signify tlie amount, and often have to give 
ioformatiou, by memory, as to the equivalent value ol different 
Bumbers, which very much accounts for their superior read!- 
■ess in calculation. This fact corroborates the truth of the 
.former anecdote, as to the rapidity which practice gives id any 
attainment. Astonishing as are suc!i results in the act of de- 
monstrative display, they are often the consequences of early, 
daily, and long continued practice. As with such scholars, so 
with teachers, they cannot be qualified in an instant, for whea 
the powers of the mind are completely involved in subjects, to 
which they are directed ; then alone it is, they can be eRectual 
in their application to the instruction of others. Bat this is 
not the operation of a week, or a month, and it is as reasonable 
to expect that the deliberate analiziiig power of chymistrj 
should alwaysha the work of a short period, as to suppose, tin 
character and qualification of a teacher on tlie Lancasterian 
system, can be produced, by mere superficial instruction or 
cursory study. 

An Englishman of esperience, capacity, and general intelli- 
gence, observed that till he was fifty years old. he had never 
once thought of the importance of education, as a general bene- 
fit to national and moral character. This may appear a aolitii- 
ry instance, but the gloomy darkness in which the minds of 
milliong are still involved, proves tliat it is a subject, yet too 
■such a noretty, and we have as great reason to be aurprised 



at the general abeyance of human intellect, as this gooi! man 
professed at his own supineness. Such apathy to substantial 
good, is esidenced in the money lavished on sumptuous build- 
ings, splendid fashions, luxurious tables, and even dogs and 
horses ; when the cultivation of th^ mind of youth, is neglects 
ed as a matter unworthy much cost or attention. But this 
fruit must be attributable as much to teachers, as to parents, 
w suck a bad taste could not so long have contaminated the 
minds of any community. Do not these facts prove, that ih% 
** fine gold is become dim," and that a general refinement is 
needful, to bring forth the social talent in sterling worth ? Arts 
and sciences have sprung to light in round numbers, an aston- 
ishing, and auspicious birth within the two last centuries ! If 
a subject of common place convenience, exercising ingenuity 
in mechanics, or manufactures, is considered worthy of study, 
because of its general bearing P If subjects of the most ex- 
alted and comprehensive nature, that can enhance our welfare, 
. or exercise the mind, are estimated as worthy a scientific name, 
surely education as a science, gives place to no superior, but 
religion, in regard to the talent it calls forth, the extensive 
range of subjects it embraces, or in the grandeur of the changes 
, ■_ ,,jmd results, which mark its successful progress — when will 
it be appreciated according to its worth ? When will it be 
studied with an attention worthy its dignity and importance ? 
The man who invented the English tool for splitting straws, 
produced a new kind of material, for the manufacture of ladies 
hats, which put in requsition a large portion of industry, and 
called for that kind of employment, which produces most mo- 
ral good, from its domestic nature. In this manufactory, inge- 
nuity produced such a change in the material, that an article 
which in its raw state, was worth only twenty-five cents, often 
jBold, when finished, at a price from six to twenty dollars. In 
the cotton trade, the ingenuity* of an individual, enabled him, 
to take a pound of cotton, valued at two shillings and nine 
pence sterling, and manufacture therefrom an article, on a 
{Hinciple which combines the strength of a cable, in proportion, 
with the fineness of a thread. This cotton thread produces at 
market, from two to three pound starling, per pound weii^f^ 
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Steel in the mass, bears no comparison in relative value to gold, 
but human talent and application have fabricated watch springs 
and chains, worth many times their weight in gold. These are 
a few of the manifold changes produced by the ability and in-^ 
dustry of individuals ; as to the value of a raw material, that ' 
in its primitive state, may have been almost accounted, as 
worthless. Great as are tliese improvements, they are small, 
compared with the changes and effects produced by education. 
Surely then it is high time, that education should take its place 
in the cin le of sciences, its teachers rank with professors^ of 
the first class, and a due sense of its benefits, be engraven oa 
e^erv heart in order to advance the science of the human mind« 
which is yet in its infancy. Those men who wish to con tern* 
plate human nature in its most artless shape, must study the 
mind of youth at school — or at recreation, — and not speculate 
on man in the artificial character which society gives him ; — what 
will be the consequence to a nation, when the teachers of its 
youth shall know how to read, govern and instruct the mjnd, 
by its own medium ? To generate a thirst for knowledge, — ^to 
excite an interest in a second subject, by means of one totally 
diflerent — giving three subjects to find a fourth, as a necessary 
deduction-— combining oral and visual attention to instructive les- 
sons — touching the secret springs of the human breast — and ral- 
lying all the ardour of which a warm heart is capable, in steady 
exertion for intellectual attainment — cherishing; the spirit of en- 
quiry—relieving the weight of study by pleasing rariety of 
subjects, and fixing precepts worthy of remembrance, while 
their influence is yet fresh, living and breathing on the mind« 
are attainments which present even to those who partially pos- 
sess them, a gratification which baffles the power of descrip- 
tion, and leaves the name of luxury without an appropriate 
meaning ; for the enjoyment it difibses around — the sweet it 
renders sweeter, and the sweetness which it extracts from 
bitters, are so refined and delightful, that they can only be 
estimated by considering how much they cause the teacher's 
heart to resemble a paradise, and the schookboys, an elysiuni* 
It is mortifying to write to an intellectual friend, like thee, on 
an important sulyect^ which excites every power of the mmc}* 
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to attempt description, and at the same instant find the force 
of expression and the treasury of words, inadequate to the at- 
tempt. But thou hast seen some specimens of the happiness 
I have felt among young people — ^thou hast seen the smiles of 
tJie heart light the eye, and brighten the countenance, flowing 
as freely as the tide of life, and by those partial specimens, 
thou canst form an idea of that feeling, which must cover the 
mind on a more extended scale of action, cheering the soul 
and interesting the intellect at every step of progress. Men 
who work only for show, generally rest on thp surface, but 
those who wish to find treasure spare not to dig deep, knowing 
the fact to be true in mind -work, as in mineralogy, that the 
deeper the mine in general the better the quality of the ore. 
Having commenced an Institute at Baltimore, in which, my 
time and talents will be employed in active tuition^ I shall hope* 
to present thee, with some gratifying fruits of ray personal labor 
in thy own country. This Institute is likely to afibrd me a 
field of action, in which I may satisfactorily demonstrate the 
energies and benefits of the system. A strange notion has 
prevailed that the system is applicable only to the inferior 
branches of knowledge, but several schools in Scotland have 
demonstrated its successful application to Latin and Greek. 
A school for the children of tl^e Jews, established in Londtm, 
under the sanction of the Jewish high Priest, has demonstrated 
in a yet more perfect degree, its applicability to the Hebrew 
language. I not only have a set of original Latin and Hebrew 
lessons in my possession, but prior to my embarkation from 
London, visited the school, and d[>served, with pleasure the im- 
provement of the pupils in the translation of their lessons from 
one language to another. As to living languages, the system 
has been successfully demonstrated in the native tongues of 
JPrance, Russia, Germany, Spam, Denmark, and many other 
nations. Thus successfiil in 'the living and dead languages, 
its application on atiy scale of number which will admit the 
power of social instruction and, on any subject of a social 
nature, may be fairly inferred. I could offer much individual 
evidence as to its application to every kind of knowledge which 
ranks under the title of an English education, but I tnurt that 
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the demonstration,wliie>i, if properly supported, I shall b«abl« 
togiteat Baltimore will be superior fo any otlier evidencb 
The present subjects of tuitiou, in tliis Institute, are gram- 
Biar and composition, geography, astronomy, arithmetic in its 
various branches, ond practical genmefry; book keeping and , 
the elements of commerce, as connected with agriculture, 
manufactures and national resources, which depend upon the 
arts of life ; — to which will be added, select beauties of style, 
rhetoric and elocution, exemplified iVom the best writers and 
oratorB ; but in future we hope to embrace a more copious range 
of studies which are ultimately likely, by the system of this 
Institute, to trace out the footsteps of wisdom to recipient 
joulli, make the path of science plain, and improve the powers 
ttfmind, by eieriions made for mental acquisition. The hand 
writing of scliool exercises has been generally iicglecteil, aad 
the task only regarded ; thus detracting from one attainment, 
to increase another. System is only needed, to render such 
exercises much more profitable, as both tlte subject and the en- 
cellence with which it is written maybe rendered simulfaocous 
objects. In unfoliling the ample page of history, "rich with 
the spoils of time," its connexion with geography, ancient and 
modern, will be closely marked, as affording to local description, 
the power of general inlercsL Readings, recitations, lectures 
accompanied by questions and originat illustrations, are already 
in use, "to teach the young idea, how to shoot" and " pour tlie 
fresh instruction o'er the mind." For whether the treasures of 
nature, the divisions of the earth, or the beauties of the Heavens 
are displayed, care will be taken to suit the communications to 
the juvenile capacity, — to render study active as well as pleas- 
ing and to allure to knowledge by its own interesting loveliness- 
Health is promoted by blending personal exercises with school 
duties peculiar to the Institute. As the human voice gathers 
■trength, when trained to proper and distinct enunciation, 
means conducive to this object, will be comprised in the routine 
of school avocations. Tlie coruscations of mind among the 
most eminent writers, and orators, will be collected and eihibit- 
•d in their beautr, strength, and precision. Biographical eX' 
ainpleBtvill form a portion of iiutruction in order, more pov.d'- 
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folly to impress the mind with useful truths, and display in 
lovely contrast, the precepts of wisdom, as •* apples of gold in 
pictures of silver." The beauties of elocution, will only be 
exemplified for purposes cong;enial to virtue and human happi- 
ness, — to lessen the weight of other studies, by an impressive 
variety, which at once relieves attention, and stimulates exer- 
tion. As the light is not lessened by the variegated tints of its 
lesplendence, retaining its own brightness, while it spreads a 
smile over the face of all nature ; so the radient powers of lan- 
guage will not be devoted to empty show, but employed to en- 
hance in the mind of the pupil, that true splendour, which alone 
attends suljjects of real good, and solid utility. 

The Institute is intended at present, to embrace only two 
departments of education ; the Seminary for girls will be under 
tlic immediate care of my only daughter, to whom I shall i*en- 
der occasional assistance. The boys will constantly be under 
my own su peri n tendance, in which I anticipate considerable 
aid from the active services of two highly esteemed young 
friends with whom I have been acquainted from early life, and 
during our friendship have had cause to be gratified with their 
love of honor and virtue. But their valuable services will not 
lessen my personal exertions, to demonstrate those improve- 
ments which will fully adopt the system to the genius and 
youth of tliis nation ; 1 hope to witness in this city, two other 
branches of the Institute, which will afford a perfect model of 
the system in elementary schools for youth of both sexes. My 
design is to add to the preceding branches a seminary for 
teachers, not forgetting the poor Indians. 

Independent of these measures, I propose admitting a select 
class of boys, as boarders in my family ; these pupils will dine 
at the same table, and be very much the companions of my 
domestic life, receiving their private lessons from myself and 
friends. The boarders will attend the superior school, at the 
regular hours, and thus enjoy the guarded care of domestic 
education, combined with the emulation of a public schooL 
This class will be select and worthy companions of the pupils 
BOW in the Institute^ who are orderly and well-behaved jouitu 
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In i^ture I intend to travel only in vacations, then I slmll n,at 
forget Williamsburg. 

Thou wilt perceive in mj letter to Henry Clay, as well arf^ 
in the letters addressed to thyself, that the feeling which 1 w'sh \ 
to see cherished among the rising race, is, that of personal in- ^ 
dependence, combined with a knowledge of the capacity, pecu- ; 
liar advantages and destiny of their country. Make educa- 
tion cheap, good, and easily attainable in the elementary schools, j 
and those who need it, will generally be willing to pay the ex-^ 
pense. Let superior schools deserve the name, and render tiro 
price moderate, compared with the quality and species of tui- 
tion, then the degrading spirit of pauperism, and free chari- 
ty schools, indispensahh to the old countries, from the effects of 
their political institutions, will be avoided in this land of free- 
dom. Pay schools of any description can only maintain them- 
selves for a length of time, from the assiduity of their teachers 
and the self evident improvement of the scholars. Some per- 
sons expect system alone^ to produce effects, with the quickness 
and parade of magic illusion ; but forget that with all tools, 
however excellent, the strength, skill, and industry of the 
workman, are indispensable requisites to their successful appli- 
cation. It is a singular thing, that coinage, though a legal right, 
in most countries, has something republican in its nature. The 
inferior orders of coin having their equivalent place, value, and 
representation in the superior denominations, whether Louis- 
dores sovereigns or eagles. Now if in a pound of silver money, 
one grain of gold, should be intermixed, such is its divisibility, 
that it would be equally divided in the whole mass. Were a sin- 
gle grain taken away from it, afler the gold was mixed, such 
grain of silver would contain its equal proportion of a single grain 
of gold.* Thus it it comparatively, that knowledge, dill^sed 
among a nation, in equal quantity, enhances the value, increases 
the purity of the mass, but often- remains dormant and unseen, 
till some occasion calls it forth. Great changes and events, 
throw an extraordinary stimulant into society, and call forth 

* The five thousuid seven himdred and lixtieth pot of si gnni of gold, 
pihed with one gram of aHver. 

8 



lite displaj ot latent energies, and the mi^t of hidden talent ; 
BO aqua tort is, applied to a pound of silver niouev, will extri- 
cate a solit.try grain of ji^old, however diftuscd — precipitate it 
bj gravity to the bi>ttom of {the menstruum, and leave it 
there, possessing its own superior value, and invincible nature. 
Hius trying times and suflfering dispensations, bring fortli a 
nations virtues in puritv, denioiistiatingin the operation and 
effect, that " knowledge is power." 

The diamond mines of Brazil, v»pre oiil} discovered in 1730, 
before that period, numbers of persons had taken up rough 
diamonds — admired them as pretty pebbles — and then cotillv 
threw them away. Thus perhaps having the value of millions 
sterling in their hands, and for want of a little of t^at know- 
ledge, which ought to be the birth-ri$i:ht and possession of every 
child in this nation—they allowed the invaluable treasure to 
slip between their fingers ; the king of Portugal, exercising 
his regal right, marehed soldiers to the mines, took possessiion 
of the riches and monopolizing the treasures, received among 
others, one diamond, weighing 1^^ ounces, and valued at 
224,000,000 /. sterling — which now adorns the Portuguese crown. 

Thus ignorance has often left mental gems of unspeakable 
brilliancy and worth, useless tp the world, as if shedding '* their 
purest ray sen^ne" at the bottom of the mighty ocean : yet 
these treasures of a nation, constitute the hope of intellectual 
strength, the true glory of rising greatness. Hhall the youth of 
this country then be neglecteil even partially? Ask the moun- 
tains, and let every little hill re-echo with ten thousand voices 
the answer—" No !" Ask the Mississippi, the I^es, the Seas, 
and their tributary streams, and forget not Niagara's falls: hear 
them answer, with the voice of many waters — " No !" Does 
not every pulse that beats in any bosom where patriotism has a 
. shelter, an abiding place; respcmse its vivid negative, while the 
gentle mother and lisping infant unite to whisper—" No!'* Is 
not the out-stretched hand of Heavens* (lenevolence made bare 
to place a blessing, with its everlasting fiat, upon every thing 
that shall stand opposed to ignorance, or interpose a benignant 
Begation to this power of darkness i 
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Hear Ihen, O Columbia ! The Toice of one that loves thee,— 
Ihy friends, and thj children ! — That great, awful, and sovereign 
power, who dwellefh in light, and extendeth his hand filled with 
goodness to cherish and prosper every virtuous endeavor among 
individuals, or nations, standeth ready to consecrate, as sacred, 
that patriotism, which once rallied under the banners of know- 
ledge, will lead your sons and daugliters from strength to 
strength, from earth to Heaven, from " nature up to nature's 
God." 

Then shall peace be within thj walls, prosperity within thy 
palaces, all they shall prosper, that love thee ! 

Then shall thy child rens' interests shine on thy bosom and 
be thy crown, superior to brilliant jewels, set in native gold ! 

But what are jewels of eartlily form, compared with these . 
of Heavenly origin ? What are all the fading splendors of regal 
pomp, compared with the intellectual value of one of thy sons, 
or daughters. Are not thy children, like, but superior to dia- 
monds of purest water, which shinei^by their own light, even 
in darkness, true polish only discovering greater worth, — more 
transcendent beauty ! 

" I will lay thy stones with fair colars and thy foundations 
with saphires, thy gates shall be agate, thy walls carbuncle, 
and all thy borders, precious stones." 

May this Oh ! highly favoured nation, be thy experience, in 
a mental and illustrious sense, and may thy children, sons and 
daughters, smiling with innocence, lovely in unity, regulated 
by the fear of God, and clothed in the lig^ht of knowledge, rise 
up to call thee blessed ; be written on thy heart and appear 
brighter than stars in thy crown. 

And now my honored friend, Burwell Bassett, I have done 
my duty by thy country, accept the friendly wish of my heart 
for thyself— may 

**Tho Boul'd calm sunshine and the heart felt joy — 

\ True virtuous prize" 

continue long to be thy chief desire, and unfading portions- 
may peace from Heaven, abide in thy habitation, attend thee 
••all the days that the Lord thj God giveth thee,'» and when 
{he solemn close of thne shall com^ may tlie evening of thj 



